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In our Baptism a great and wonderful change 
came upon uh, — wo passed from an old state 
into a new j from the lineage of the first 
Adam, who Binned and died, into the family 
of the second Adam, who is sinless, and the 
Lord of life eternal Once we were in the 
old creation, which daily perisheth j now we 
are in the new, which , day by day, draws 
onward to itsi perfection, In Baptism we 
received the remission of our fiina ; we were 
grafted into the fellowship of those that are 
justified in the righteousness of Christ ; wc 
were admitted to a covenant of peace, and a 
relation of forgiveness with Gud, Not only 
the guilt of our fallen state, and of the sin 
that it by nature in us, but the swervings 
and transgressions which fiprin* from that 
inward sinfulness, if relented of, were in 
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r Baptism already forgiven, God' a free 

t a went before all our f&lb : before we 
v ed 11 [ion Him T He answered us. 

\nU besides this, we likewise received the 
] ritual graijc of regeneration. There was 
leu given ton*** that thing which by 
nature we could not have ;" t, fl we were 
" baptised with the Holy Gbost/' We re- 
ceived from heaven a new nature ; we were 
no longer only mora] and reasonable, we be- 
came s[iiritu:il beings, capable of holiness 
and of fellowship with God. We were by 
the Spirit of Christ united to Christ, And, 
through Christ, with the Father, We were 
made the temple of God. and the dwelling 
of the ever-blosaed Trinity. We put on 
Christ by beiug m united to His person 
that His divine manhood is to us the source 
of holiness, resurrection* and life eternal. 

It is not in words* to explain the manner 
of this great mystery. All we can say is t 
that the very being of our life within is not 
more real than the union which is between 





us and Him. We so put Him on, that 
God His Father is our Father; that God 
adopts us as sons in His Sonsbip; and 

deals with us in favour soul lore as if Ue 
were dealing with Christ, the Bon of His 
love, the Holy One. Such is onr justifi- 
cation. 

And, further ; by thus patting od Christ, 
we were pledged to ail the destinies of those 
that are bom again. Wo are numbered 
among the regenerate j and, whether for 
good or ill, wo must receive the destinies 
and the doom of onr regeneration. We are 
pledged, that is, to a spiritual warfare in 
this world, under the banner of Christ 
We hove token up His conflict against sin 
and death, and we must strive to the end. 
We may no more serve the lusts of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 
life. We may no more apeak them fair, 
nor be at peace with them. Baptism made 
them our foes; and they will wreak a re- 
doubled wrath on us unless we bruise them 
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under our feet* For after this life U ended, 
we raujst stand before the judgment -seat of 
Christ : they that " have sinned without law 
shall also perish without law;" 1 they that 
have never known Christ's Gospel shall be 
judged by another rule; they that have 
been born ogaia must be tried by the laws 
of Christ's kingdom. They must make an- 
swer for their blessings , and graces t and 
opportunities ; for their warnings and chas- 
tisements ; for the word of God and the 
holy sacraments. A light judgment shall 
fall upon the Jew, and a lighter upon the ' 
heathen, when weighed against the judg- 
ment of a condemned Christian. There 
wilt be no pUadiug, no excuse, no ignor- 
ance of duty, no lack of grace* no helps 
wanting, to escape the wrath to come ; but 
when the mouth of all shall be stopped, 
most of all shall the faithless Christian stand 
speechless before God, To this piercing 
scrutiny, to this awful judgment t our Bap- 
i Horn, il, 12, 
I 
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li*ra has pledged us; and after judgment, 
to an immortality of bliss or woe; to an 
inheritance with ongda, or a portion with 
devils; to a life ever new in God's king* 
darn r or to the second death, where the 
worm dieth not. 

O moat awful ilea tiny ! as our bliss shall 
be greater than all, so oar condemnation. 
We ba?e pnt on Christ — we have put on 
this fearful digntty, and we must carry it 
with us to the end. There is no putting it 
off now. We cannot unbaptise ourselves. 
Well were it for some if they could wipe 
out the cross from their forehead; but it 
must cleave to us eternally. We are Chris- 
tians, members of Christ, and go we must 
be for ever. Faithful or unfaithful clean 
or unclean, acquitted or condemned > blessed 
or lost— Christians we must be everlastingly* 
If any Christian peri ah r it were better for 
that man that be biul never been born. 

This is to put on Christ. Srch, as bap- 
tised men, is onr high destiny. Ponder it 
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: it our daily thought and habitual prayer, 

at we may ever more and more penetrate 

to the depths of this grace that is given 

$ : that we, so fallen, so sullied, so estranged 

om God, should have put on Christ ; should 

e baptised with water and the Holy Ghost, 

rid our sins forgiven, and heaven opened to 

s, and our names written in the Lamb's 

took of life, — how unspeakable a gift ! And 

ret this is not the greatest wonder of His 

nercy; for "if God spared not His own 

Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how 

shall He not also with Him freely give us 

all things?" 

In one word, if we would " follow the 



to a holy life ; a perpetual check upon the 
bias of our heart to evil ; a rule by which 
to guide and order all our ways. It will 
make us feel that, there is in us somewhat 
higher than this mortal state ; it will quicken 
in us yearnings after a purer home — as- 
pirations towards a holier fellowship. We 
shall feel that life, and all the things of this 
life. are of little account to & man that is 
seeking to attain to the resurrection of the 
holy dead, and to stand within the circle of 
the eternal throne. And yet even in this 
life none arc so diligent and faithful as such 
a man in all the goings-on in life — none so 
earnest in the works of duty — none so re- 
solved and persevering in his business and 
calling ; for he that habitually Lives above 
them comes down to fulfil his daily tasks 
with a strength above common men. He 
that walks with God, and is conscious that 
he bath put on Christ, is familiar with 
things greater than trading, and bartering, 
and gaining. All these things he docs as 
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the duties of life demand, and yet none of 
them take so fast and full a hold upon him 
as to hide or keep under his regenerate life. 
In all things he is a man of God. The 
consciousness of his baptismnl grace sus- 
tains him above the turmoil of life and the 
infirmities of hi* own character. 

But when this consciousness is lost, in 
ever so smalt a measure, what do we straight- 
way see? Why, that men become « con- 
formed to the world;" i.e. that the bap- 
tismal grace within, which for a while, by 
the renewing of their minds, transformed 
them to a holier image, is overborne, as it 
were, by a stronger counter-attraction. The 
world, with its pleasures, pursuits, trades, 
and callings, draws the whole man into their j 
own shape. Of a being destined to a world | 
unseen, he grows to he chiefly or merely a | 
man of this worLd,— a man of business or a 
trafficker, a merchant, and the like . He is, 
in the second place, and very subordinate^, 
a Christian. The consciousness of his re- 



generation is continually growing fainter day 
by day j it becomes lower, and loses its as- 
cendant in his conscience ; and as this dies 
away, the strength of his character declines, 
and its consistency is relaxed : lie can hardly 
hold out against the powers which are con- 
forming bim to their own mould, and colour- 
ing him with their own dye; and at last be 
is at the mercy of every temptation, and as 
often as tempted he is overcome. 

Tie same, again, is the reason why so 
many baptised men habitually neglect thr 
holy sacrament of the Lord F s Supper. They 
have no consciousness of the mystery nf their 
Baptism f and therefore have no faith in holy 
sacraments; for why should the mun that 
has no sense of bis regeneration hunger 
after the food uf the regenerate ? This U 
the secret of lukewarmneds, and of our un* 
frequent com m unions, and of our scanty 
attendance at tliat holy sacrament. Until 
men leel that m Baptism they hnve put on 
Christ, they chli never bungnr after the sjii- 




hey that neglect the hoiy cuuuu, 

/ict themselves of slighting their Baptism. 
Had they never been baptised, what reason 
is there to believe that they, who in adult 
life turn their backs upon the altar, would 
come with penitence to the font ? 

Again, this is the secret key to the case 
of all habitual sinners. Is it to be believed, 
that if baptised men always bore in mind 
the awful truth, that by every sin they do 
they grieve and well nigh quench the Holy 
Ghost, and that the end of such a career is 
this, — " It is impossible for those who were 
once enlightened, and have tasted of the hea- 
venly gift, and were made partakers of the 
»» i - nu nBt . an j\ nave tasted the good word 



ousness? Would they dare to bring into 
such near and fearful contact with the powers 
of sin and deatb the gift: of God which is 
in them ? Would they venture to set their 
hand to wickedness, or even to harbour the 
thought of evil in their most secret and 
solitary hours? Would they not fear lest 
the offended majesty of God should kindle 
unawares within i lest a my of His holy in- 
dignation should break forth and smite them 
into dust and ashes ? Surely, then, it is un- 
belief of the grace of their Baptism, or a 
forgetful tiess of their regeneration, that can 
alone account for the madness of baptised 
sinners. The sign of the Son of man is 
upon their brow, — men see it T and angels 
behold it, though it be h hi den from them- 
selves ; they are a spectacle of fear to angels 
and to men, while they themselves know it 
not. Could they but know their surpassing 
guiltj and their unutterable peril, how would 
they wake up in the darkness of their own 
soul, and cry, " How dreadful is this place ! 



Surely God is in this place, and I know it 
1 not." If any thing could shew them their 
madness, it is that they should come to 
feel that they have put on Christ ; that they 
have been called to the fellowship of angels, 
that they are making themselves meet to 
company with devil* ; that heaven has been 
i given them, hut that they have chosen bell. 
May these thoughts stir na to a daily 
watch fulness t that we keep ourselves "un- 
spotted from the world," and live according 
to the charge which our Holy Mother was 
wont to give to her little ones with the pure 
white chrysom, in the days of old i " Take 
this white vesture, as a token of the inno- 
cency which, hy God's grace, in this holy 
J i sacrament of Baptism r is given unto thee, 
|i and for a sign whereby thou art admonished t 
'' so long as thou livest h to give thyself to in- 
, nocence of Imng, that after this transitory 
life thou mfivest be partaker of the life ever- 
lasting." Amen.' 

' Firet But* af King Ed*RT<t ofHi* ft* Baptlsm- 
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With these impressive words, the follow- 
ing work is commended to the reader's dt?- 
vnut meditation. And tuay the voir?* of Pas- 
tors, Doctors, and Btdhops of Christ's Holy 
Church, from the Euat and from the West, 
which here conspire in one doctrine of Faith, 
waken us up to bless our Father in heaven, 
for the glory o* the adoption which ic the 
waters of Baptism lie hath bestowed ajjon 
fem 

H. E. M, 
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Tm total nmewal, at firm conferred by the baptismal 
Lavtr, is urjlrd nynMrftfioN, and uuwen in Lhiiij*s HAtu- 
niJ to (he birth *Jan Idilfcnt. But chert, ■* Ait infant, 
though bom mnpLrtv In atl its pails, jet come* to ita 
full .uitiire uid itiHii^h bj iJow and hujieTcepU bli? de. 
grvcii Ijt being tupfjUpd with proper fcindi of fowl Hir 
ttb nourlihcmnt w hen In heal th , aud Linger medicine* fur 
its rwuiw* wlitu ulhi-t-vih# ; ko h, it with the rugeuaral* 
*t>Lrii nF 4 ChfUUnA : wttf lr It U {v BU Pen* c«]l» It) a 
babe in ChlfhC, It mint he fed with the mJJ± of the ward: 
*hen it h* mg r* gruwn in give, with (h* Jtmnff mtal 
of ili wilutnrv dmitrincsj when It t* Infirm b 1c mutt be 
■rrervgtheittd bj the c id*>r«rt> «T iU promise* : nd wlteh 
skfc, or ^nund«l by tin, It must be iMMHrri uid re- 

, ''j -liilial by SCldly counsel aiul wituliMime iliii:J|illrie r Lij 

penance and plMiluhon, tij Ihff mrdiclives iif the word 
acid Hirannml* u Jul; and |inn[icrlj administered In the 
Church, bj the lawfully and regularli n|i|Mdntk.'d upI^iJh* 
and rcinminlAlivra irf the Flitdclun «f «m1», This (rr*- 
dual and rumples work rf(Hir MnrtlncaLlon is carried 
on, ihjiiuKb our Urn, by the flulrit <jf God , given, in due 
dcfttw and piopurtludi, tu every indfviduul tor that jjut- 
pu^ li h lit vho h ifttr hurinff regenerated til In uiir 
bsiptiKm. ^mnnhTia ut by the imposition of llniidi ; rfcTKfwn 
to t.. repentance when «■. fail away; ttarhu* iu, all *mr 
life long, tthpit wetnuv not * pubui Ln ndudof what we 
forget E ttitTi u» up when we are dull- hi; to* u> In our 
pfitjm; reUHTt* u* hi our trtrirrniM** ; coracle* ua in 
uut ht.iifl"c^*i fiivei iu fcanjri of juy Jit the darkest night 
of sorrow : trail us Lo the day «f our nnftmiitlon ; nntl 
iflisH u- np Again, hi the lad day ; when [hat w bicb 
wax nu*w Irr jtroce diiJI be Tisiivd In ptiiry f anti tbe 
wuiIl nf' — _j i ■ •.: 1 1 1 i • ininci, Iji a|»lrLi, iihul. ,inU Iwdj, J mil be 
oom^Lele. 
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J HE dispensation of our God and 
Saviour in behalf of man is a 
calling him upward from his 
fall, a return to familiar in- 
tercourse with God, from the alienation 
which took place through the disobedi- 
ence. To this end was the presence of 
Christ in the flesh the patterns of evan- 
gelical life — the passion, the cross, the 
burial* the resurrectioo. — go that man, 
being saved by the imitation of Christ, 
might receive again that ancient adoption 
of sous. To the perfection, then, of life 
there is needed the imitation of Christ, 
not only of the gentleness, and humility, 
and lung- suffering, displayed in His life, 
but also of His very death; as St. Paul 
saith, hej the imitator of Christ, being 
conformed to His death, if by any means 
he may attain unto the resurrection of the 
dead. How, then, are we made in the 
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likeness of His death ? Having been bu- 
ried with Him through baptism, what, 
then, is the mode of burial, or what the 
benefit of the imitation ? First, it is ne- 
cessary that the course of the former life 
should be broken through. But thia is 
impossible, unless a man be born again, 
as the Lord said ; for the regeneration (as 
the name also itself implies) isthebegin- 
ing of a second life ; so that before we 
begin the secoad, an end must he put to 
the preceding. Wherefore the Lord, who 
dtspenseth life to us, gave us the covenant 
of baptism, containing an image of death 
and hfe^the water fulfilling the image 
of death, and the Spirit giving the earnest 
of life. "This, then, is to be born again of 
water and the Spirit — our death being 
effected in the water, and our life worked 
in us by the Spirit. So that whatever 
grace there is in the water ia not from the 
nature of the water, but from the pre- 
sence of the Spirit. 



ST. BASIL. 



II. 

[OS COLOSSI Alt A H[>] 

Strange 1 Whither hath he uplifted 
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-v oumced not to say 
. «*niigs above, nor where Christ is ; 
but he adds, " sitting at the right hand 
of God." And from thence he prepares 
them not even to see the world. This, 
he says, is not your life ; your life is of 
another sort; he strains already to lift 
them up thither, and is urgent in shew- 
ing that they are seated above, and are 
lead, preparing through both to teach 
hem not to seek the things here: for 
r hether ye are dead, ye ought not to 
*ek ; or whether ye are above, ye ought 
»t to seek. Doth Christ not appear ? 
»d neither doth your life — it is above 
God. What then? — when shall we 
? When Christ, your life, is raani- 
ed, then seek for glory. th p ~ * 
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life, but it is hid, we ought to live this 
life as being dead. Whether , then, we be 
reviled, or whatever we suffer, let us not 
be grieved. For this life is not our life j 
for we are strangers and sojourners ; for 
ye died, he says. Who bo senseless as to 
buy servants or costly apparel for a corpse ? 
No one : so, then, neither let us* Our first 
man was buried — buried, not in earth, 
but in water ; dissolved, not by death, but 
by Him who dissolved death ; and bu- 
ried him, not by the law of nature, but by 
the command of authority mightier than 
nature. For what hath been wrought by 
nature may be undone ; what by His 
command, not. Nothing is more blessed 
than this hi mi!, whereat ail rejoice, both 
an gel a and men, and the Lord of the 
angels. For this burial there needeth not 
garments, or coffin, or the like. Would 
you see a sign thereof? 1 will shew you 
a pool, wherein one was buried, another 
rose. The Egyptians were drowned in the 
Red Sea, and the Israelites arose out of it. 
And the same thing that buries the one 
produceth the other. Marvel not that 
there is both birth and destruction in bap- 
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tism. Fire melts and destroys wax, smelts 
the ore and makes it gold ; so here, also, 
the power of fire, having destroyed the 
figure of wax. substituted gold. For we 
were> in truth, of ctay before baptism, 
but, after it, now of gold. How so 7 
hear himself say, " the first man was of 
the earth earthy; the second man hea- 
venly, from heaven." There is not so 
much difference between clay and gold as 
between earthly and heavenly. 

3T, CUHYSUSTuM. 
III. 

The water of baptism is the water 
that runs through all the fathers : all 
the fathers that had occasion to dive or 
dip in these waters (to say any thing of 
them), make these first waters, in the 
creation, the figure of baptism. -And 
therefore St, Jerome calls these waters 
the mother of the world j and this in 
the figure of baptism. The waters 
brought forth the whole world, were 
delivered of the whole world, as a mo- 
ther is delivered of a child ; and this, 
to fores be w that the waters also should |>ilftfat 




bring forth the Church - t that the Church 
of God should be born of the sacrament 
of baptism. The divine Basil saith : "The 
Spirit of God wrought upon the waters 
in the creation, because He meant to 
do so after, in the regeneration nf man. 
And, therefore, till the Holy Ghost have 
moved upon oar children in baptism, let 
us not think ah dote that belongs to 
those children - t and when the Holy Gho&L 
hath moved upon those water?, so in 
baptism, let us not doubt of His power 
and effect upon all those children that 
die so. We know no means how those 
watera coald have produced even a min- 
now, a shrimp, without the Spirit of God 
had moved upon them ; and hy this mo- 
tion of the Spirit of God, we know they 
produ ce whal ea and leviathans , W e kn o w 
no ordinary means of any saving grace 
for a child but baptism ; neither are we 
to doubt of the fulness of salvation in 
them that have received it. And for our- 
selves, in baptism we are sunk under 
water, and then raised above the water 
again ; which was the manner of bap- 
tising in the Christian Church, by im- 




mersioti, and not by aspersion till of late 
times : our corrupt affections, and our 
inordinate love of this world, is that 
that is to be drowned in us ; a love of 
peace j and holy assurance, and acqui- 
escence in God's ordinance, is that that 
lifts uh above water/* 1 

Therefore that father puts all upao 
the dne consideration of our baptism j 
and, as St, Jerome says, " Certainly he 
that thinks upon the last judgment ad- 

1 E leased he God, who atone dofUl worker*, whu 
made all things and changeth nil. Behold, llipy 
ratey th*i calm <ff fftttlorii who ft little be lore were 
held captives , they in: denixens of the Church who 
Viv.rf wandering in error; and they have the lot of 
righteouanm who were In the ennfuakm of sin. 
For they are not only frCd but h"!) 1 f not holy only, 
hut righteous ; not righteous only, hut tons ; tint 
boos only, hut ht>ir&; n»t heirs only, but brethren of 
Christ; not brethren, of Christ (inly, htlt co-heirs ; 
not only co-helr« t out members i not members only, 
but ■ temple ; not a temple only, but iustrumenis 
of the Spirit. See how many arc the largesse* of 
baptism ; and whereas some think that the IH'h- 
willy grace tfflulita only Iti the rem las ion fif Kins, 
lo, we have recounted ten glories thereof. Where- 
fore we baptrso infams* although they have ho fac- 
tual] sins that holiness, rlghleousnes^ adoption, 
inheritance, brotherhood with Christ, may be ttfdftd 
to them; that they may became His members. — 
Ht. Chbysobtom. 
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viaedly, cannot sin thus ;* J bo lie that 
says with St. Augustine, " Let me make 
every day to God this confession ; ' O 
Lord my God, O holy, holy, holy Lord 
my God ; I consider that I was baptised 
in Thy name, and what Thou promised 
roe, and what 1 promised thee then, 
and con I sin this sin : can this sin stand 
with those conditions j those stipulations 
which passed between os then 7* The 
Spirit of God is motion, the Spirit of 
God is rest too ; and in due consider- 
ation of baptism, a true Christian is 
moved, and settled too ; moved to a 
sense of the breach of his conditions, 
settled in the sense of the mercy of his 
God, in the merits of his Christ, upon 
his godly sorrow. So these waters are 
the waters of baptism." 
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IV. 



John did. every way, forerun Christ; | 
not so much in the time of his birth, as 
in his office. Neither was there more 
unlikeliness in their disposition and car- 
riage, than similitude in their function* 

MP, 




Both did preach and baptise: only John 
baptised by himself; our Saviour by His 
disciples. Our Saviour wrought mira- 
cles by Himself, by His disciples; John 
wrought none by either : wherein Christ 
meant to shew Himself a Lord, and John 
a servant; and John meant to approve 
himself a true servant to Him whose 
harbinger he was. 1 

He that leaped in the womb of his 
mother when his Saviour, then newly 
conceived j came in presence, bestirred 
himself, when he was brought forth into 
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1 Let it not disturb any that He Himself baptised 
not, For whereto *lu>u](l U»j bmjrt&t ? to repentance if 
Tu wlut «nd, then, His forerun nerf To remiss ion 
of iihif which He pave with a word! To Him^lfr 
whom in humility He concealed I Tuthu Hnly Spirit? 
who had riot yet descended from the Father! Into 
t lie Church? which the Apostles had not yet rounded 1 
So, then. His duciplea baptised, a* mfflfcteM, as did 
John lu-l'iin Hi IV i iv r a ruicr, with the same bnnti&m of 
Julin, snii no other, hitire there is no other hut that 
after ward a of Christ, *hlch could not yet fee given 
bv the disciples, inasmuch aa the glory of the Lord 
waa not yet completed, nor the e&vej of the bath 
provided ihTnuEih the passion and resurrection, &»■ 
eailH neither could our deaih he destroyed hut by 
the paiaion of our Lord, nor life be restored with- 
out His lesurrecilon.— Tehtullian, 
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I change not*" 

It was fit that He, which had the pro- \ 
I diets, the a tar j the angel, to foretell His 
roming into the world, should have His 
usher to go before Hi in, when He would 
notify Himself to the world. John was 
the voice of a crier; Christ was the 
Word of His Father ; it was fit this voice 
should make a noise to the world ere the 
Word of the Father should speak to it. 

John's note was still, Repentance ; (he 
nxe to the root, the fan. to the floor, the 
chaff to the jire. As his raiment was 
rough, so was his tongue; and if his 
food were wild honeyj his speech was 
stinging locusts, Thua must the way be 
made for Christ in every heart. Plausi- 
bility is no fit preface to regeneration. If 




the heart of man had continued upright, 
God might have been entertained without 
contradiction ; but now violence must be 
offered to our corruption ere we can have 
room for grace. If the great Way-maker 
do not cast down hills and raise up val- 
leys in the bosoms of men, there is no 
passage for Christ. Never will Christ 
come into that soul where the herald of 
repentance hath not been before Him. 

That Saviour of ours, who from eter- 
nity lay hid in the counsel of God ; who 
in the fulness of time so came that He 
lay hid in the womb of His mother for 
the space of forty weeks ; who after He 
was come thought fit to be hid in Naza- 
reth for the space of thirty years, — now 
at last begins to shew Himself to the 
world, and comes from Galilee to Jordan. 
He, that was God always, and might 
have been perfect man in an instant, 
would by degrees rise to the perfection 
both of His manhood and execution of 
His mediatorship ; to teach us the ne- 
cessity of leisure in spiritual proceedings ; 
that many suns and succession of sea- 
sons and means must be stayed for, ere 

29 





®i 



-A 



I we can attain our maturity; and that 
| when wc are ripe For the employment of 
f God, we should no less willingly leave 
i our obscurity, than we took the benefit 
of it for our preservation* , . . * 

His baptism gives virtue to ours- Ilia 
Last action (or rather passion) was His 
baptising with blond ; His first was His 
bapiisation with water : both of thera 
wash the world from their ulna. Yea, 
this latter did not only wash the souls 
uf men, but wash.'th that very water by 
which we are washed ; from hence is that 
made both clean and holy, and can both 
cleanse and hallow us. And if the very 
handkerchiefs which touched His apostles 
had power of cure, how much more that 
| water which the sacred body of Christ 
touched 1 

Christ comes far to seek His baptism, 
I to teach us for whose sake He was bap- 
;' tised, to wait upon the ordinances of 
God, and to sue for the favour nf spiritual 
blessings, They are worthless commo- 
dities that are not worth seeking for. It 
is rarely seen that God is found of any 
man unsought for. That desire which 
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only makes us capable of good things 
cannot stand with neglect, 

John dur&t not baptise unbidden. His 
Master sent him to do this service; and ' 
behold, the Master conies to His servant, 
to call for the participation of that privi- 
lege which He Himself had instituted 
an cl enjoined. How willingly should we 
come to our spiritual superiors for our 
part in those mysteries which God hath i 
left in their keeping] yea, how gladly , 
tih ou Id we come to that Christ who gives 
us these blessings™ who is given to us in 
i them! 

This seemed too great an honour for 

the modesty of John to receive. If his 

1 mother could say, when her blessed 

, cousin, the Virgin Mary, came to visit 

her, ""Whence U this to me, that the 

mother of ray Lord should come to mef JJ 

I how much more might he sny &o when 

| the divine Son of that mother came to call 

' for a favour from him I — "I have need 

to be baptised of Thee, and comes t Thou 

, to me?" O holy Baptist, though there 

were not a greater born of woman than 

thou, yet thou could est not be born of a 
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woman and not need to be baptised of 
thy Saviour. He baptised with fire, thou 
with water. Little would thy water have 
availed thee without His fire. If He had 
not baptised thee, how wert thou sancti- 
fied from the womb? There can be no 
flesh without filthiness : neither thy su- 
pernatural conception, nor thy austere 
life, could exempt thee from the need of 
baptism. Even those that have not lived 
to sin after the similitude of Adam, yet 
are they so tainted with Adam, that un- 
less the second Adam cleanse them by 
His baptism, they are hopeless. 

There is no less use of baptism unto 
all than there is certainty of the need of 
baptism. John baptised without, Christ 
within. 1 The more holy a man is, the 

1 John was eminently our Lord's forerunner, not 

*• nreacher, but as a baptist too: in that his 

' -"in rite of renouncing sin; in that 

"—«•<» for the future; in 
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more sensible be is of uis unholiness* 
No carnal man could have said, " I have 
need to be baptised of Thee +" neither can 
he find what he is the better for a little 
font-water. The sense of our wretched- 
ness and the valuation of our spiritual 
helps, is the best trial of our regeneration. 
Our Saviour doth not deny, that either 
John hath need to be baptised of Him, 
or that it is strange that He should came 
to be baptised of John \. but He will needs 
thus far both honour John and dispar- 
age Himself, to be baptised of His mes- 
senger. He that would take flesh of the 
Virgin, education from His parents, sus- 
tenance from Hia creatures, wjll take 
baptism from John. It is the praise of 
His mercy, that He will stoop so low 
as to be beholden to His creatures; 
which from Him receive their being, and 

and Immediately, thm prlvile^ea imparted lay that 
accidentally and remotely. This couiirma and com- 
pletes that pardon ofaiiifl, find ih&se Aisiitances of 
grace, which belonged to do antecedent washing 
farther than aa they were figures of, and approaches 
towards, the Ch rial [an j and is then Tore, by way or 
ritfttincttan and wmfntmee, caUf-d +L the wa&hintf of 
regeneration and renewing of the Holy GhOftt. — 




& 



power both to take and give. Yet not so 
much respect to John, as obedience to 
His Father, drew Him to this point of 
humiliation, ** Thus it behoves us to 
fulfil all righteousness. 1 ' The counsels 
and appointments of God are righteous- 
ness itself. There needs no other motive, 
either to the servant or the Son, than 
the knowledge of those righteous pur- 
poses* This was enough to lead a faith- 
fill man through all difficulties and in- 
conveniences ; neither will it admit of 
any reply or any demur. John yieldeth 
to this honour, which his Saviour puts 
upon him, in giving baptism to the Au- 
thor of it. He baptised others to the 
remission of their sins; now he baptises 
Him by whom they are remitted, both to 
the baptise r and to others. 

No sooner is Christ baptised, than He 
comes forth of the water. The element 
is of force bat during the use ; it turn 5 
common whea that is past. Nether is 
the water sooner poured on His head 
than the heavens are opened, and the 
Holy Ghost descendeth upon that head 
which was baptised. The heavens are 





never shut while either of the sacraments 
is duly administered and received ; neither 
do the heavens ever thus open without 
the descent of the Holy Ghost. But now 
that the God of heaven h baptised, they 
open unto Him, which are opened unto 
ail the faithful through Him ; and that 
Holy Ghost, which proceedeth from Him, 
together with the Father, joins with the 
Father in a sensible testimony of Him ; 
that now the world might see what in- 
terest He had in the heavens, in the Fa- 
ther, in the Holy Spirit, and might expect 
nothing but what is divine from the en- 
trance of such a Mediator. 

No sooner is Christ come out of the 
water of baptism, than He enters into 
the fire of temptation. No sooner is the 
Holy Spirit descended upon His head in 
the form of a dove, than He ia led by the 
spirit to be tempted. No sooner doth 
God say, " This ia my Son," than Satan 
says, " If Thou be the Son of God." It 
is not in the power either of the gifts or 
seals of grace to deliver us from the as- 
saults of Satan , They may have the force 
to repel evil suggestions ; they have none 






to prevent them ■ yea, the more we are 
engaged unto God by our public vows 
and His pledges of favour, so much the 
more busy and violent is the rage of that 
evil one against us. We are no sooner 
stepped forth into the field of God, than 
He labours to wrest oar weapons out of 
our hands, or to turn them against us. 

The voice from heaven acknowledged 
Christ to be the Son of God. This di- 
vine testimony did not allay the malice 
of Satan, but' es asperate it. Now that 
venomous serpent swells with inward 
poison, and hastes to assail Htm whom 
God hath honoured from heaven. O God, 
how should I look to escape the sugges- 
tions of that wicked one, when the Son 
of Thy love cannot be free; when even 
grace itself draws on enmity ! That en- 
mity that spared not to strike at the 
Head, will dl* forbe ar the weakest and re- 
motest limb? Arm Thou me, therefore, 
with an expectation of that evil 1 cannot 
avoid, Make Thou me aa stmng as he is 
malicious. Say to my soul also, " Thou 
art my son," and let Satan do his worst. 

HP. (1 ALL. 
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V. 

The end of baptism is " to save ua " 
(I Pet. iii. 21). This is the great com- 
mon end or all the ordinances of God ; 
that ooe high mark they all aim nt ; and 
the great and common mistake in regard 
to them is t that they are not so under- 
stood and used- We come and sit a while, 
nod, if we can keep awake, give the word 
the hearing ; hut how few of us receive it 
as " the engrafted word that is able to 
save our soula!" Were it thug taken, 
what sweetness would be found in it, 
which most who hear it and read it are 
strangers to ! How precious would those 
lines be, if we looked on them thus, and 
saw them meeting and concentring in 
salvation as their end! Thus, likewise, 
were the sacraments considered indeed 
as seals of this inheritance annexed to 
the great charter of it, seals of salvation, 
this would powerfully beget a fit appetite 
for the Lord's aupper when wc are invited 
to it, and would beget a due esteem of 
baptism ♦ would teach yuu more frequent 
and fruitful thoughts of your own bap- 
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tism, and more pious con si deration a of it 
when you require it for your children. 
A natural eye Jooka upon bread, and 
wine, and water, and sees the outward 
difference of their use there, that they 
are set apart and differenced (as is evi- 
dent by external circum stances) from 
their common use ; but the main of the 
difference wherein their excellency lies it 
sees not, as the eye of faith above that 
espies salvation under them.' And, oh ! 
what a different thing are they to it from 
what they are to a formal user of them 1 
We should aspire to know the hidden 
rich things of God that are wrapped op 
in His ordinances. We stick in the shell 
and surface of them, and seek no further ; 

i The Fathers, in the Council of Nice, iay thus : 
11 Baptism must lie r«« i*I<i^recl t not with our bodily 
eyes, but wiih the eyes of our mind. Thou seest 
the water 1 think thou of the power uf God. that in 
the water is hidden. Think thou that tti« water 
is full of heavenly firt, and of the 5nnrti (Ration of 
the Holy Ghost/' Chryso^toni, speaking likewise 
of I '.-= | ■ ■ : - 1 si , s.-.l^h thus : " '["\i'- r .\i\\:-? tliat L :-i-i-. I 
judpe not by sipht, but by the eyw of my mind. 
The heathen, when he henrtMh of thy w&ter of bap- 
lism, Lakerh it only fur [Jain water; but T Bee not 
simply, or barely that I tici-i t sec The cleansing of 
the soul by the Spirit of God." — B^ Jgwel. 
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that makes them un beautiful and unsa- 
voury to us, and that use of them turns 
into an empty custom. Let us be more 
earnest with Hitn who hath appointed 
them, and made this their end, *' to save 
us," that He would clear up the eye of 
our souls, to see them thus under this 
relation, and to see how they are suited 
to thia their end, and tend to it. And 
let «* jtfrioitatif tfeeJt aalvativn in ih>m from 
His own hand j and we shall find it. 

ASF. LEIGKT^N- 

vr. 

AN that are baptised, or born nf 
water and the Spirit, are thereby ad- 
mitted into the Church or kingdom of 
God upon earth ; but except they submit 
to the government, and obey the laws 
established in it, they forfeit all their 
right and title to the kiugdom of heaven. 
They are brought into a state of salva- 
tion; but unless they continue in it p and 
live accordingly j they cannot be saved. 
For, as St. Peter observe th, " baptism 
now saves uh, not the putting away the 
filth of the flesh, but the answer of a 
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good conscience towards God. by the re- 
surrection of Jesus Clirist" (1 Pet, iii. 
21). Baptism puts us into the way to 
heaven ; hot unless we walk in that way. 
we can never come thither. When we 
were baptised we were horn of water and 
the Spirit, so as to have the seed of grace 
sown in our hearts, sufficient to enable 
us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, 
to overcome temptations, to believe aright 
in God our Saviour, and to obey and serve 
Him faithfully all the days of our life. 
And we then promised to do so : for being 
asked, whether we would do so or no, 
we answered, by ourselves or sureties, 
that we would. And if we afterwards 
live in good conscience towards God, an- 
swer ably to the profession and promise 
that we then made to Him, we shall cer- 
tainly be saved through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, and the intercession that 
He makes at the rifiht hand of God for 
us. But if we neglect to perform what 
we then promised, and so do not answer 
the end of our baptism, by keeping our 
consciences void of offence towards God 
and men, we lose all the benefit of it, 
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and shall as certainly perish* as if we 
had never been baptised. 

Let us, then, who have been baptised, 
and born of water and of the Spirit, re- 
member the promise which we then made, 
and perform it. Let ua remember how 
wc then renounced the devil, the world, 
and the flesh \ and let them not there- 
fore have dominion over us : let us re- 
member the articles of faith which wc 
then professed to believe, and hold fast 
our profession without wavering; the holy 
commandments which we theu promised 
to keep, and do all we can to walk con- 
stantly in all of them : let us also re- 
member the great privileges which God 
Almighty then conferred upon us, in ease 
we keep our word with Him. We were 
then made members of Christ, and so 
interested in all the merits of His death 
and passion : we were then taken out of 
the world, and translated into the Church 
of Christ, to be instructed, governed, as- 
sisted, protectedj sanctified, justified, and 
saved by Him: we were then made the 
children of God - t and if children, then 
heirs, heirs of God, and joint-heirs with 
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JesuB Christ ; and therefore heirs of the 
kingdom of heaven, and eternal life ; 
which we cannot miss of, unless we pro- I 
voke our heavenly Father to disinherit us, 
by the neglect of Our duty to II im, and 
by the breach of the promise which we 
made, when we were admitted into this 
happy state, or by not repenting while 
we may. 

Wherefore, if we have broken the pro- 
mise which we made when we were bap- 
tised, as I fear we all have, let us repent 
immediately, and set ourselves in good 
earnest for the future upon keeping it in 
all respects. We were then born of the 
Spirit, and so have Him always ready 
to aid us. By His assistance, therefore, 
let us live now as becomes the children 
of God and the heirs of heaven: avoiding 
whatsoever we know to he offensive to our 
heavenly Father, and doing all we can to 
please H i m« Let us live above this world, 
and let our conversation bo where our in- 
heritance lies. May we all strive to walk 
worthy of the vocation wherewith we are 
called; that we may shine as lights in 
the world, and so be " meet to be par- 
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takers of the inheritance of the saints in 
light ;" -where we shall shine forth as the 
su n i n t h e kin gd o m of our Fathe r , Whi ch 
God grant we may all doj through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
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Did we often look upon the face of our 
souls, the beholding of the many spots 
with which we have defiled them after 
our washing, might work us to shame 
and grief, and would drive ue, by renewed 
application, tn wash often in that blood 
which that water figures, which alone 
can fetch out the stain of sin ; and then 
it would put us upon renewed purposes 
of purity, to walk more carefully, to 
avoid tlio pollutions of the hearts" that 
we carry about with us, which defile us 
more than all the world beside- It would 
work a holy disdain of sin, often to con- 
template ourselves as washed in sn pre- 
cious a Uver. Shall I. would the Chris- 
tian say, considering that 1 am now 
cleansed in the preciuus blood of my 
Lord Jesus, run again into that puddle 





out of which He so graciously took me, 
and made me clean? Let the swine 
wallow in it : He hath made me of Hie 
sheepfcld* He hath made me of that 
excellent order for which all are conse- 
crated by that washing who partake of it, 
"He hath washed as in His blood, and 
made us kings and priests unto God the 
Father.*' Am I of these, and shall I 
debase myself to the vile pleasures of 
sin? No; I will think myself too good 
to serve any sinful lusts : seeing that He 
hath looked upon me, and taken me up, 
and washed and dignified me, and that 
I am wholly His, all my study and busi- 
ness shall be, to honour and to magnify 
Him, 



Thou that seest the world perishing 
in a deluge of wrath, and art now most 
thoughtful fur this, how thou shalt escape 
It, fly into Christ as thy safety , and rest 
secure there. Thou shalt find life in His 
death, and that Life further ascertained to 
thee in His rising again. So full and 




clear a title bast thou to life in these 
two, that thou canst challenge all adver- 
saries upon this very ground as uncon- 
querable whilst thmj standest on it, and 
niayest speak thy challenge in the apos- 
tle's style, " It is God that justifieth, who 
shall condemn?'* But how know you 
that He justifieth ? " It is Christ tW 
died, yea, rath or that is risen, who sit- 
teth at the right hand of God. who also 
maketh intercession for us " (Rom. viii. 
33, 34). It alludes to that place (Is. I 8 ) 
where Christ speaks of Himself, but in 
the name of all who adhere to Him: 
" He is near that justifies Me ; who is 
he that will contend with Me 3" So that 
what Christ speaks there, the apostle, 
with good reason, imparts to each be- 
liever as in Htm. If no mure is to be 
laid to Christ's charge. He being now 
acquitted, as is clear by His rising again, 
then neither to thine, who art clothed 
with Him, and one with Kim. What 
have any to say to thee? Thy debt is 
paid hy Him who undeitook it; and He 
is frei. Answer all accusations with this, 
"Christ is risen." 





And then, for Lhe mortifying of sic and 
strengthening of thy graces, look daily 
on that death and resurrection. Study 
them* set thine eye upon them, till thy 
heart take on the impress ion of them by 
much spiritual and affectionate looking 
on them. " Beholding the glory of thy 
Lord Christ, then, be transformed into 
it" (2 Cor. iii. 18). It is not only a 
moral pattern or cr>py, but an effectual 
cause of thy sanctilieation, having real 
influence into thy soul. Dead with Him, 
and again alive with Him 1 happiness 
and dignity unspeakable, to have this 
life known and cleared to your souls ! If 
it were, how would it make you live above 
the world, and all the vain hopes and 
fears of this wretched life, and the fear 
of death itself! Yea> it would make that 
visage of death moat lovely, which to the 
world is most atfriehtful, 
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VIII. 



We see the power of baptism, and the 
blessings that are annexed to it, to which 
all are entitled who partake in the bap- 
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the country which be is goinc: to possess ! 
The Christian only, of all men, pretends 
to supernatural power and strength t and 
an intimate acquaintance with the Spirit 
of God ; Bud yet how hardly does he 
escape the pollutions of the world, and 
how often look back, with languishing 
eyes, upon the pleasures, riches, and 
honours of this life! And though he 
boasts of more than human strength, yet 
how does he sometimes sink below the 
character and dignity even of a man! 
Ye sons of God, for such ye are, how do 
ye die like the children of men, and how 
like is your end to theirs | 

And what must we say of these things } 
Is the promise of God become of none 
effect? Is baptism sunk into a mere out- 
ward ceremony, and can no longer reach 
to the purifying the heart anil mind? 
The fact must not be disputed ; it is too 
evident, at least in these our days, that 
the lives of Christians do not answer to 
the manifold gifts and graces bestowed 
on them. 
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If we are the sons of God ; if we have 
already begun to be ITis temples ; if, 
having received the Holy Ghost, we live 
hoiily and spiritually ; if we have raised 
our eyes from earth to heaven ; if we 
have lilted up our breast, full of God and 
Christ, to things above and divine, let us 
do only things worthy of God and Christ, 
as the apostle urges and exhorts, " if ye 
have risen again with Christ, seek," &c. 
We, then, who have both died and been 
buried in baptism, as to the carnal sins 
of the old man, who have risen, together 
with Christ, by a heavenly regeneration, 
let us both speak and do the things of 
Christ, as the same apostle again teach - 
eth and exhorteth, " The first man is of 
the earth, earthy ; the second man from 
heaven. As is the earthy, so are they 
also who are of the earth ; and as is the 
heavenly, such are the heavenly. As we 
have borne the image of the earthy, let 
us bear also His image, who is from hea- 
ven." But we cannot bear the heavenly 
image, unless we realise the likeness of 
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Christ in that which we have begun to be. 
For this is it, to have changed what thou 
wast , and begun to be what thou wast not, 
that thy Divine birth may shine forth in 
thee, so that a Divine Life may correspond 
to a Divine Father; and through the 
honour and praise of thy life. God in man 
may be glorified. it. ctphiak. 

Already ia there on you the savour of 
blessedness, O ye who are soon to be en- 
lightened : already are you gathering spi- 
ritual flowers, to weave heavenly crowns 
withal ; already hath the fragrance of the 
Holy Ghost refreshed you : already are 
you at the entrance-hall of the King's 
house i may you be brought into it by 
the King ! For now the blossoms of the 
trees have budded; may but the fruit 
likewise be perfected ! Thus far, your 
names have been given in, and the roll- 
call made for service; there are the torches 
of the bridal train, and the longings 
after heavenly citizenship, and a good 

1 Tbe thrt«o fcJIu^im; are &^rliillj jpLled for tliow pro- 
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purpose, and a hope attendant ; for He 
cannot lie who hath said, "To them that 
love God, all things work together for 
good" (Rom. viii. 28). God is indeed 
lavish in Hia benefits ; yet He looks for 
each man's honest resolve. Honesty of 
purpose makes thee called: for though 
the body be here, yet if the mind be 
away, it avails nothing. Even Simon 
Magus (Acts viii. 9-24 ) once came to 
the lavtr of baptism ; he was baptised, 
but not enlightened. His body he dip- 
ped in water, but admitted not the Spirit 
to illuminate his heart. His body went 
down and came up; but his snul was not 
buried together with Christ, nor with 
Him raised. Great indued is the baptism 
which is offered you. It is a ran Bum 
to captives ; the remission of offences ; 
the death of sin ; the regeneration of the 
soul j the garment of light; the holy seal 
indissoluble ; the chariot to heaven ; the 
luxury of paradise ; a procuring of the 
kingdom ; the gift of adaption. But a 
serpent by the wayside is watching the 
passengers ; beware lest he bite thee with 
unbelief; he sees so many receiving sal- 
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vation, and seeks to devour some of them. 
Thou art going to the Father of Spirits, 
but thou art going past that serpent; 
how then must thou pass him ? Have 
" thy feet shod with the preparation of 
the gospel qf peace" (Eph, vL 15) ; that 
even if he bite, he may not hurt thee. 
Have faith indwelling* strong hope, a 
sandal of power, wherewith to pass the 
enemy, and enter the presence of thy 
Lord. Prepare thy heart to receive doc- 
trine, to have fellowship in holy mys- 
teries. Pray more often, that God may 
make thee worthy of the heavenly and 
immurtal mysteries. Let neither day be 
without its work, nor night ; but when 
sleep fails thine eyes, at once abandon 
thy thoughts to prayer. And should est 
thnu find any shameful, any base imagi- 
nation rising, reflect upon God's judg- 
ment, to remind thee of salvation ; give 
up thy mind to sacred studies, that it may 
forget wicked things. If there be any 
one who thinks to tempt grace, he de- 
ceives himself, and knows not its power. 
Keep thy soul free from hypocrisy, O 

man, bv reason of Him "who searcheth 
si 
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hearts And reins;" for as those who 
make a levy for war inquire into the ages 
and the make of their recruits, so also 
doth the Lord, enlisting souls, examine 
into their purpose of mind. If any has 
a secret hypocrisy, He rejects that man 
as unfit for the true service ; but if He 
find a man worthy, to him He gives grace 
readily. He gives not holy things to 
dogs; but when He discerns the good 
conscience, there He gives that seal of 
salvation, that wondrous seal, which de- 
vils tremble at, and angels recognise : 
that the one may he scared away and 
flee, and the others may attend on it. as 
kindred to themselves. From those, then, 
who receive this spiritual or saving seal, 
is required a disposition of mind kindred 
to it ; grace doth require believing minds 
. * * * The present is the season of con- 
fession : confess therefore what thou hast 
done, whether in word or in deed ; whe- 
ther in the day or in the night. Wipe 
out from thee every care of earth ; thou 
art running for thy souL Thou art ut- 
terly abandoning the things of the world ; 
what thou art abandoning is little, what 
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sacred readings. For the Lord hath pre- 
pared for thee a spiritual table ; therefore 
do thou also say, after the Psalmist, 
"The Lord is my Shepherd, therefore 
can I lack nothing ; He shall feed me in 
a green pasture, and lead me forth beside 
the waters of comfort ; He shall convert 
my soul;" that angels may share thy 
joy, and Christ Himself, the great High- 
Priest, accept thy holy resolve, and offer 
thee to the Father. And may He " blot 
out the handwriting that is against thee" 
(Col. ii. 14), and grant thee forgiveness 
of thy former trespasses ; may He plant 
thee in the Church, and enlist thee for 
Himself, putting on thee the armour of 
righteousness! And may He fill thee 




Thou art about to be styled newly en- 
lighietted* because there will be a new 
light for thee a] ways if thou wilt, ami it 
shall never be extinguished. For night, 
whether we wish it or not, succeeds to 
thia natural light ; but the darkness hafch 
known nought of that Ray. *' For the light 
abineth in the darkness, and the darkness 
com preh e n tied it not, J ' The wor Id is not so 
bright when the sun arises, as the soul is 
illuminated and made radiant when it re- 
ceives the grace of the Spirit. And con- 
sider the nature of the case \ for during 
night and darkaess, a man seeing a rope 
has supposed it a snake, and hath run 
away from an approaching friend as from 
an enemy, and hath been tilled with dread 
on hearing any noise; but in the day- I 
time there can be nothing of thia sort, 
but all things appear what they really 
are \ which is the case with the soul. 
For when the arrival of grace hath driven 
away the darkness of the understanding, 
we learn the real nature of things, an<i 
those now becumc despicable which were 



~ot ueath, but 
-j oieep and repose; nor po- 
verty, sickness, or any other such thing, 
knowing that we are journeying to a 
better life, an immortal and incorruptible 
one, free from all the anomaly of this. 

Let us, then, no longer continue gaping 
after the things 6f this life, the luxuries 
of the table, or the splendour of apparel ; 
for thou hast the noblest apparel, thou 
hast a spiritual table, thou hast the su- 
pernal glory ; and to thee Christ is made 
all things, both table, and apparel, and 
house, and head, and root. " For as 
many of you as have been baptised unto 
Christ have put on Christ." See how He 
is made thy apparel. Wouldst thou learn 
iow He is made thy table ? " He th*+ 
ateth me," He saith " 
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and husband : "I call vou no longer ser- 
vants, for ye are my friends/' And I^ul 
again » ** 1 have e&poused you unto one 
husband, that 1 might present yon as a 
chaste virgin unto Christ/' And again : 
"that He might be the first-born among 
many brethren." And we are not His 
brethren only, but also His children ; for, 
" Behold/' He saith, " I and the child- 
ren which God hath given me. 11 And not 
this only, bat we are His members and 
His body. For, as if the aforesaid had 
not been enough to testify the love and 
benignity which He hath displayed to us, 
He hath constituted another greater and 
a closer relationship than they, calling 
Himself our head. 
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XII. 



How amiable and lovely in our eyes is 
the band of young brethren ! For breth- 
ren I call you even before the travail, and 
welcome my relationship to you before 
your birth. For I know, well do 1 know, 
to what an honour you are about to be 




brought, to what an eminence ; and those 
who are about to receive eminence all 
men are wont to honour, even before they 
have received it, hoping by such obsequi- 
ousness to earn their good will for the 
future. And this do I now; for ye ate 
about to he brought not to a mere emi- 
nence, hut actually to a kingdom ; and 
not to a kingdom s imply, but to the very 
kingdom of heaven. Wherefore I pray 
and beseech you to remember me when 
ye come to that kingdom ; and what Jo- 
seph said to the chief butler, — " think on 
me when it shall be well with thee/'— 
that say I now unto yon ; *■ think of me 
when it shall be we I i with you/* I do 
not ask this, like him p as a reward for in- 
terpreting dreams ; for I have not come to 
interpret dreams to you, but as an inform- 
ant of heavenly facts, and carrying pro- 
mises of good things, such as eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath en- 
tered into the heart of man to conceive. 
Such are the things which God hath pre- 
pared for them that love Him. Joseph, 
again, said to the chief butler, " yet with- 
in three davs shall Pharaoh restore thee 
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the King of heaven, unto the supernal 
country, unto the free Jerusalem, unto 
the celestial city. He, indeed, said, " thou 
shalt deliver Pharaoh's cup into his hand ;" 
but 1 say not that ye shall deliver His 
cup into the hands of the King, but that 
the King Himself will deliver into your 
hand the cup, the awful one, and full of 
power, and more costly than either crea- 
tion. The initiated know the power of 
that cup, and ye shall know it very shortly 
too. Remember me, then, when ye shall 
have come into that kingdom — when ye 
shall have received the royal robe — when 
ye shall have put on the purple dipped in 
the sovereign blood — when your brows 
shall have been encircled with the diadem, 
— ~',A a that are 
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Eiccpt a man be burn of Iht Spirit, hr can- 
not enter intu the kingdom nf God; 1 * raoruln^ 
Ihu, ii It poMlLde *n* nsflom ucixnit cun think It 
■ jJjj((h Tiuitur, wjirrher or not Iw mafcci n« of 
Hh niunt npneulT commanded bj Cod, fmr oh- 
Ulnlng ihu Divine Oxkliliiiire ; edpaejath; dnee th» 
wbule iiiilugy of nniuri' nk'tm itat w* »c* *mt to 
eiptci raj benefit* ullhcut m^iJn ff ujprofthrftr- 
|U tat nliLlining pi *fl>ij*n* dwn? 
nr. ivnn. 

Q. ti ^nTu* cti^imMii 10 ui In ihc aattfe- 
1 1 . ■■ . I rf |.. .| .'.: u , ■ 

A. \erv-, «li4 that nHMt amplj, the inter of 
bapUiim wdilnh|f ofT sb* atain nf all former rim. 
" Bf lmp[±Mfd, and tuIi awt} Ihj dnV wild An*- 
rlii Id Saul t " lUpenU and tw baulLed for I he 
remLmfon of ihu," udd «u Peter tn ih* Juwi : ami 
" He hath aired m by the tamr of regthi^*! Ion f T 
j *. the water of htpUim, and lb* "tmr.wingat ihe 
I 1*1 j li lint" {T it. Hi . 5), tin tlut ir hatever ihJ I ri- 
Llyn, mm hat* upon them, tf"thej rcnue In baputni 
with true faith and tvumtaim, the; ah- cbBrobj 

■*v. i. nrrrunrrr.i- 









IJrapuft 



FQJl A CHILD ABOUT TO BE BAPTISED, 



^-r-^LMIGHTYand eternal God, Fa- 
f 63 I ther ofmcD and angels. Lord of 
\ (Si [ heaven and earth, whose Spi- 
ds^^ rit, moving upon the waters at I 
the beginning of the world, produced ' 
every living and every moving creature ; 
Thou, by the flood of waters didst wash . 
away the iniquity of the old world, and j 
by preserving to Thyself a generation of ] 
holy persons, whom Thou didst bring up 
from those waters, didst consign to us a 
type of regeneration : look, O Lord, gra~ 
ciously upon the face of Thy Church, 
and multiply in her Thy regenerations 
and the new births of Thy Spirit. With 
the abundance of Thy grace make Thy 
holy city to rejoice, and still open this 
holy fountain of baptism, for the refor- 
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vinur Jesus Christ. Amen. 



EL 



O almighty and eternal Cod, who hast 
redeemed us from sin and &hamf\ from 
the gatee of hell and the sting of death, 
and from ignorance and darkness, by Thy 
holy Son, who is that light which light- 
ened: every man that cometh into the 
world i we praise and glorify Thy name. 
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lit graciously with us, so deal with 

s infant, whom we humbly bring and 

sr to our blessed Saviour Jesus, that 

should receive him, and bless him 

h the blessings of an everlasting love. 

:eive him, O most gracious Lord, who 

liy child by creation, make him thine 

» by adoption into Thy covenant of 

:e and favour: let him also be con- 

ied with Thy sacrament, be admitted 

Christ's kingdom, enter into His 

fare, believe His doctrine, labour and 

b for His promises, that this child, 

lessing here a good confession, may 

! his understanding for ever brought 

the obedience, hi8 affections to the 

and all his faculties to the service 
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O almighty God, who hast given the 
promise of Thy Spirit to us and to our 
children, even to as many as the Lord 
our God shall call ; give Thy Holy Ghost 
to this infant now to be baptised, that 
the evil spirits of darkness may not take 
Thy portion from Thee, nor hurt the 
body, nor deceive the understanding, nor 
corrupt the will, nor tempt the affections 
of this infant : but that Thy Spirit, 
who bloweth where it Hstethj and no 
man knows whence He coroeth nor whi- 
ther He goeth 3 may be in this chiid as I 
the seed of God springing up to Jife i 
eternal ; that the kingdom of God which 
is within, and comcth not with observa- 
tion, may early rule and conduct this 
infant, prevent the folly of hi* childhood 
from growing up to sins in hia youth, 
and may work strongly in hint when hia 
weakness, his ignorance, and tempta- 
tions, are most powerful to prevail upon 
Aim; that from hi* cradle to hU grave he 
may he guided by the Spirit of God in 
the paths of His divine commandments 




Admit Aim, O God, into the bosom of the 
Church, into the arms of Thy mercy, 
into a right of the promises, into the 
service of Christ, into the communion of 
saints; and give Aim power to become 
the son of God* that being buried with 
Christ in baptism, he may also rise with 
Him through the faith of the operation 
of God, through the same our blessed 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ* Amen. 



FOR AH ADULT BETOKB BAPTISM. 

O Lord; the Creator of the world, and 
Redeemer of mankind ; I fall down before 
Thee, to acknowledge that I am Thine ; 
and to beseech Thee, though I have 
offended Thee, to receive me into Thy 
service. 

Pardon, good Lord, all the follies of 
my childhood, with all the sins, negli- 
gences, and ignorances of my riper years ; 
let them all be done away to that foun- 
tain, which Thou hast set open for us to 
wash in, and be clean, 

fir 
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1 desire to be admitted thither, and in- 
tend there to devote myself entirely tu 
Thee, renouncing the devil, the world, 
and the flesh - t and resolving obediently 
to keep Thy holy will and command- 
Tm-nt !- . and to walk in the game all the 
days of my life. 

Vouchsafe rae, O Lord, the assistance 
of Thy Holy Spirit, that I may both se- 
riously make, and faithfully keep, those 
holy vows and promises. Preserve iti 
me a perpetual remembrance Of them, 
that I may never, by any sin, lose so 
great a grace as Thou intend est to be- 
stow upon me; but always continue a 
lively member of Christ, and an heir of 
His heavenly kingdom. To which I be- 
seech Thee at last to bring me, through 
the merits of Christ Jesus. Amen. 
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On Enfant Baptiam. 
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Shu*. Lord. t<t Th**, 
A »4*tuw my *nd little Rate 
la all the puftag* ; wi hit inquiry 
Thou dbLrf luj LtilJ, ftiiJ antnlatc 
M* fellh In mt 

OM mvttlll 
Write Ttw* gi*a* ttoA, And rao a c 



DESIRE to applaud, ami ear- 
v ncstly to recommend, the care 
Wii of dedicating our children to our 
Lord and Master, in holy bap- 
tism, with the first convenience of doing it. 
Let us make the best repartition we can, for 
the stain and guilt we convey to them, by 
teems ^« B immediately washed off. in that 
11 fountain" opfciiud by Jeans Christ '* for 
sin and uti cleanness;" even the later of re- 
gene ration, the sacrament of ba^tum. Let 
us deliver them up to His care, who is gra- 
cious to all ages, and cannot hut embrace 
and adopt the tender innocence of those 





who ii pc propounded as a pattern far all 
that enter into His kingdom. And are 
those, to whom nil that eater hi must be 
like, not capable of entering in themselves ? 
Thi* happy pretention will be their security 
against the power of the enemy and the ee- 
ducenumts of a crooked and perverse gene 
ration. And He, who ahed Hiy firut blood 
at eight days old, will know and save them 
who begin to be His at the game age. Bat, 
withal, let it be our constant business to 
second and confirm these good beginnings 
by timely instruction and a virtuous educa- 
tion. For dreadful will their condemn atiuu 
be r whose own bowels shall rise up against 
them in the day of judgment, and upbraid 
thnt cruel fondness which laid the foundation 
of Their vices and their torments, Butbl eased 
tre those pious souls who increase the king- 
dom of God with every addition to their own 
family ; who double every joy of heaven to 
themselves, by those of the children, which 
they have \f.d t or ,^ent before them t thither; 
by a raw of good men hens and glorified 
saints hereafter: which, that we may ^11 be, 
(jotl of His infinite mercy grout, for the stake 
of t£u clear fcon thrift Jesus, our blessed 
Saviour and only Redeemer} to whom be 
glory for ever. Ainm. 
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iPublir Bautuim of Infants 



CBKD IN THE CHURCH. 



Mi*- people art tii fa admotiiiUed, that jt 
is moat com- entail that baptism should 
not be aiiajbiafcrpd but upon San- 
days, (a) and other holy-days, when the 
BGit number of people come together > 
II well for that tht* congregation tlieru 
present may testify the receiving of 
them that be utrwly baptised into the 
number of Christ's Church ; aa alto 
beeause in the bap turn j of infants every 
man ptweut may be put in rcmem- 
h ranee of his wvn profession made to 
God iti his baptism* For which cause 
glvo it is expedient that baptism be mi- 
nistered in the vulgar tongue. Never- 
theless (if necessity ho require), child- 
ren mny he baptised upon any other dfly- 

\n-i note, that thfreahall Ik- forcveryjgiA 





child bo be baptised two godfathers and 
one godmother ; and for every female, one 
godfather, and two godmothers, 
Wkn there ore children to be baptised, th* 
parents shall give knowledge thereof over 
night, or in the morning before the begin- 
ning of Morning Prayer T to the emirate* 
And then the ^ortfathers and godmothers, 
and the people with the children* must be 
ready at the font, either i inn if rj lately after 
the hist lesson at Morning Prayer, or else 
immediately after the laat lesson at Even- 
ing Prayer, as the Pirate by his discretion 
shall appoint. And the prieat coming to 
the font (which is then to be filled with 
pure water), and standing there , shall say . 

HATH 1 this child been already bap- 
tised, or no? 

i This omoc may to divided Into three parti : lrt, 
the introduction, which includes nearly one half of 
ttu: (iMU'c, extending from the beginning to the prayer 
whkh follows the exhortation after the Gflapel, inclu- 
sively i 2dly, the prt-[jaTfttory ofllw. Including the re- 
nunciation and professions j and, Sdly, the action of 
the holy sacrament, and the conclusion, While it is 
certain, that the introduction in excellently calculated 
to be placed in the porftSon which it mm occupies, It 
is nevertheless true, that it Was not originally derived 
from the rites celebrated at the time of hnpltam, Lui 
ii". m those hy which the ■■.■ ii.liil.-ii- Tor baptism was 




If tJjey answer, JVn f then plifill tbc pries 
proceed as folio weth 

Dearly beloved, forasmuch as all men 
arc conceived and born io sin ; and that 
our Saviour Christ saith, None can enter 
into the kingdom of God, except hd be 
regenerate and born anew of water and 
of the Holy Ghost ;' I beseech you to 
call upon God the Father, through oar 
Lord Jesus Christ, that of H is bounteous 
mercy He will grant to Mm child that 
thing which by nature he cannot have ; 
that he may be baptised with water and 
the Holy Ghost, and received into Christ's 
holy Church, and be made a lively mem- 
ber of the same. 

Then shall tlw priest say, 

made a eaiediumcH, fthtl thufr prepared in due time | 
to rwtive rogeberatioti.— Palmiib,. 

1 A special prerogative hath the Holy Ghoat In 
our baptism, above the other twn Persona. Tftttt 
taver (lit.Ul.fi] is Hit lave* enpeciallj-: where we 
are not only to be baptised into Him, as into the 
Other two, but alao to pa baptised with Him, whicn 
ia proper to llim alone. For, bcajdes- the water! wa 
arc there to be " born arew of the Holy Ghosf d also, 
elsu is there no enter] np for us into the kingdom of 
God,— Up. Asdrewb. 




Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, who 
of Thy great mercy didst save Noah 1 
and his family in the ark from perishing 
by water ; and also didst safely lead the 
children of Israel Thy people through 
the Red Sea, (b) figuring thereby ITiy 
holy baptism ; and by the baptism of 
Thy welU beloved Son Jesus Christ, in 
the river Jordan, did at sanctify water to 
the mystical washing away of sin j 1 we 



* Noah seemed to have rather en (ered into a grave, 
ait dead, than into a safeguard of life, to going into 
the ark ; yet, bring buried there, he rose again a* it 
Were, in hh cumin £ forth to begin a new world. 
The waters of the flood drowned the ungodly,, as a 
heap of fllthlnesa. washed them away, them and their 
sin together as one, being InhenarniiU'; nm l upon 
the same Waters, the ark floating, preserved Noah. 
Thus, the waters of baptism are intended as a deluge 
to drown sin, and to save the believer, who, hy faith, 
ia separated both from the world and from hi* sin ; 
In it sinks, and he is srm-d — AHr. LeIGHTOH. 

■When the holy Jesus was to begin His prophe- 
tical office, and to Lay the fmi!Ldatu*n-aEoiic of His 
Church on the comer stonu H He Aft tempered the 
cement with water! and then with blood, and After- 
wards built it up by the hands of His Spirit. Him- 
self entered at that door, by which His disciples ever 
after were to follow Him i for therefore He went In 
at the door of baptism, that He might hallow the 
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beseech Thee, for Thin* infinite mercies, 
that Thou wilt mercifully look upon thti 
child; wash Aim and sanctify Aim with 
the Holy Ghost ; that he, being delivered 
from Thy wrath, may he received into 
the ark of Christ's Church - t and being 
stedfast in faith, joyful through hope* 
and rooted in charity, may so pass the 
waves of this troublesome world, that 
finally Ae may come to the land of ever- 
lasting life, there to reign with Thee 
world without end ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 






Almighty and immortal God, the aid 
of all that need, the helper of all that flee 
to Thee for succour, the life of them that 
believe, and the resurrection of the dead \ 
we call upon Thee for this infant , that 
he* coming to Thy holy baptism, may re- 
ceive remission of his sins by spiritual 
regeneration. Receive him, O Lord, as 
Thou hast promised by Thy well -beloved 
Son, saying, Ask, and ye shall have ; 



en trance which Himself made to the bouse He was 
now building,— Ep. Tayior. 
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seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it 
shall be opened unto you ; so give now 
unto 11$ t h;it ask ; let us that sp< k find ; 
opeo the gate unto us that knock ; that 
this infant may enjoy the everlasting be- 
nediction of Thy heavenly washing* and 
may come to the eternal kingdom which 
Thou hast promised by Christ our Lord. 
Amen.(e) 

Then shall the people stand up, and the 
priest shall say, 

Hear the words of the Gospel, written 
by Saint Mark, in the tenth chapter, 
at the thirteenth verse. 
They brought young children 1 toChrtst, 

I Doubtless those who brought th«3e infants in 
their anna did conceive some hope our Saviour w*a 
the Messiah ; and because the promises belonged to 
them and it} their children ( Acts 1i. 59), they came 
to Jesus, to desire He would pray for them, and bless 
them, and thereby own them as members of the 
covenant of Abraham. But His disciples, either 
because they beard their Master require faith and 
repentance from all that Ha did receive, or else 
esteeming It bchw their Master's dignity reproved 
those that brought them : whereupon our 5>ord checks 
their tolly* and taketh tliis occasion to shew that 
children have a right to His kingdom. The ting- 
78 



_ wo come unto me, and 
.oiuia them not ; for of such is the king- 
dom of God. Verily I say unto you, 
Whosoever shall not receive the king- 
dom of God as a little child, he shall not 
enter therein. And He took them up in 
His arms, put His hands upon them, and 
blessed them. 



dom of grace, the Church, consisteth of children in 
age or in manners, of them and such as they are; 
and the kingdom of glory, or heaven, shall be filled 
with infants blessed by Christ, and with men become 
as little children. "He begins," saith Epiphanius, 
"with infants; but lest the kingdom of heaven 
should be thought cnly belonging to them. He 
grants to those of every age (provided they be like 
unto them), that they shall inherit it together with 
them ; but if those that are such as they, be admitted 
to the kingdom, how much more infants them**!"— 
who are the patterns of those «"•* * 




Beloved* ye hear in this Gospel the 
words of our Saviour Christ, that He 
commanded the children to be brought 
unto Him; how He blamed those that 
would have kept them from H im ; how 
He exhorteth all men to tot low their in- 
nocency* Ye perceive how by His out- 
ward gesture and deed He declared His 
good will toward them ; for He em- 
braced them in His arms. He laid His 
hands upon them, and blessed them. 
Douht ye not therefore, but earnestly 
believe, that He will likewise favourably 
receive thit present infant ; that He will 
embrace htm with the arms of His mercy ; 
that He will give unto Aim the blessing 
of eternal life, and make him partaker of 
H is everlasting kingdom. Wherefore we 
being thus persuaded of the good will of 
our heavenly Father towards this infant, 
declared by His Son Jesus Christ; and 
nothing doubting but that He favourably 
alloweth this charitable work of ours in 



bringing this infant to His baly baptism ; 
let us faithfully and devoutly give thanks 
unto Him, and say, 

Almighty and everlasting God, hea- 
venly Father, we give Thee humble thanks, 
that Thou hast vouchsafed to call us to 
the knowledge of Thy grace, and faith ib 
Thee : increase this knowledge, and con- 
firm this faith in ua evermore. Give 
Thy Holy Spirit to this infant, that he 
may he born again, and be made an heir 
of everlasting salvation j through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who liveth and reign- 
eth with Thee and the Holy Spirit, now 
and for ever. Amen, (d) 

Tlie-n ahall thir prtaft ape*k untu tbe god- 
fathers and godmothers on thin wit?e 

Dearly beloved, ye have brought this 
child here to be baptised, ye have prayed 
that our Lord Jesus Christ would vouch- 
safe to receive him, to release him of hh 
sins, to sanctify him with the Holy 
Ghost, to give him the kingdom of hea- 
ven, and everlasting life. Ye have heard 
also that our Lord Jesus Christ hath 
promised in His Gospel to grant all these 
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things that ye have prayed for: which 
promise He, for His part, will most 
surely keep and perform. Wherefore, 
alter this promise made by Christ, this 
irtfant must also faithfully, for hi$ part, 
promise by you that are his sureties, 
(until he come of age to take it upon 
himself,) that he will renounce the devil 
and all his works, and constantly believe 
God's holy word, and obediently keep 
His commandments 

I demand therefore, 1 
Dost thou, in the name of this child, 
renounce the devil and all his works. 



» While these questions are being asked, let each 
one of the congregation seriously recollect what 
passed at his own baptism; and let him take this 
proper opportunity of renewing the vows which were 
then made for himself. When the minister begins, 
" Dost thou renounce ?" let him say to himself, with 
a devout heart, " I do renounce the devil and all his 
works, &c, so that, God being my helper, I will not 
follow nor be led by them.'' When the minister 
saith, " Dost thou believe t" repeat to yourself the 
articles of your Christian faith, and at the end say in 
your heart, " All this I stedfastly believe." When 
he saith, " Wilt thou be baptised in this faith?" say 
again, " Lord, 1 thank thee that I have been bap- 
tised in this faith." And when he comes to the last 
demand, "Wilt thou then obediently keep," &c.f 




the vain pomp and glory of the world, 
with all covetous desires of the saint, 
and the carnal desire* of the flesh, so 
that thou wilt not folio Wj nor be ltd by 
them? 

.... I renounce them a! J. 

Minister, Dost thou believe in God the 
Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth? 

And in Jesus Christ His only-begotten 
Son our Lord? And that He was con- 
ceived by the Holy Ghost \ born of the 
Virgin Mary ; that He suffered under 
Pontius Pilatej was crucified, dead, and 
ouried ; that He went down into hell, 
and also did rise again the third day \ 
that He ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
at the right hand of God the Father Al- 
mighty ; and from thence shall come again 
at the end of the world, to judge the 
quick and the dead ? 

say within yourself, " ( w|]] obediently keep God'* 
holy will and commandments, and wait in the same 
ail tile days of my life : and may the gtw of £ ■.-! 
aeiiist me therein,'' Thll* sllftll TC turn this part of 
the service to our wm use, itito an act of true devo- 
tion, heneftclal to our own Bouts, and am-p table to 
Almighty God.'— Arc^dfacow YaroLUV. 
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And dost thou believe in the Holy 
Ghost i the holy Catholic Church ; the 
communion of saints ; the remission of 
sins; the resurrection of the flesh; and 
everlasting life after death ? 

Anmt i All this I stedfastly believe. 

Mints! ^ Wilt thou be baptised in this 
faith? 

Anmttm That is my desire, 

Minitter Wilt thou then obediently 
keep God's holy will and command- 
ments, and walk in the same all the 
days of thy life? 

jinnter. I will. 

1 1 > u shaU the priest say, 

O 1 merciful God, grant that the old 
Adam in this child may be so buried, 
that the new man may be raised up in 
him.. Amen. 

Grant that all carnal affections may 
die in him, and that all things belonging 

1 ThE nrat or th^se pravtrs, which supply the 
place of the, old exorcisms* i» for reuenerttiDii f the 
n«?[ififi, for KHTictiAution ; the third, fur power ft#aln*t 
spiritual enemies; the fourth, for Increase of (?race. 
— Comekhw 
hi 
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to the Spirit may live and grow in him. 
Am cd. 

Grant that he may have power and 
strength to have victory, and to triumph, 
against the devil, the world, and the 
flesh. Amen. 

Grant that whosoever jb here dedicated 
to Thee by oar office and ministry may 
also be endued with heavenly virtues, 
and everlastingly rewarded, through Thy 
mercy, O blessed Lord God, who dost 
live, and govern all things, world with- 
out end. Amen. 

Almighty, everliving God, whose most 
dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ, for the 
forgiveness of our sins, did shed out of 
His most precious side 1 both water and 

1 Behold the second Adam sleeping, and out or 
His tide fanned [he mother '.if the living, the evan- 
t'dic&l cburuh. Behold the Rock which was smit- 
ten, and the water a of life gushed forth. Behold the 
" fountain that in set open to the house of David, 
for sin and for uncltatmeAP : h a fountain not of water 
only, but of Wood ton. O Saviour, by Thy water *e 
are washed ; by Thy blood we are redeemed. Those 
two eacramenU which Thou didst institute alive, 
flowa[»» from Thee rlead, an the Jaat memorial* or 
Thy love to Thy Chuich : the water of baptism, 
which is " the laver of regeneration; the hlocd of the 
new teatamtut shed for the remission of Bins; H+ and 
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blood; and gave cumin aadnient to His 
disclplee, that they should go teach alt 
nation a t and baptise them in the name 
of the Father, the Sod/ and the Holy 
Ghost; regard, we beseech Thee, the 
supplications of Thy congregation * sanc- 
tify this water to the mystical washing 
away of sin ; and grant that thU child, 
now to be baptised therein, may receive 
the fulness of Thy grace, and ever remain 
in the number of Thy faithful and elect 
children ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
amen. 

Then tht: iirient shall take thu child into hi* 



these together with the Spirit that gives lift to fanth, 
are the three witnesses upon earth, whose attestation 
cannot fail lis* O precious and sovereign wound, 
hy which our souls are healed ! Into thin cleft of 
the reels let my dove fly and enter, and there safely 
hide herself from the talon* of all the birds of prey. 
— 1] is imp Hall. 

' O Thou who didst w lively typiry this sacred 
ordinance En Thy passion, and so plainly institute It 
after Thy rejuirrection, let ua not want Thy presence 
jinrt luiluence, now that we are ppjne about it by 
express comtttl&sion from Thee. Behold, we do all 
unite nur most fervent desires that Thou wift by 
this water ertectthat which fnrtransceiid* all human 
power. Atn«l— DtaK Con her. 




_ b it arter them, (if they shall 
certify him that the child may well endure 
it), he shall dip it in the water discreetly 
and warily, saying, 

N. I baptise thee In the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Amen. (e> 

But if they certify that the child is weak, it 
shall suffice to pour water upon it, saying 
the foresaid words, 

N. I baptise thee In the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Amen. 

Then the priest shall say, 
We receive fl%: - 





to confess the faith of Christ crucified, 
and manfully to fight under His banner, 
against a in, the world, and the devil ; 
and to continue Christ's faithful soldier 
and servant unto hit life's end. Amen. 

Thi-i] fbnll the priest suy. 
Seeing now, dearly beloved brethren, 
that /Aw child is regenerate, and grafted 
into the body nf Christ's Church, let us 
£ive thanks unto Almighty God far these 
benefits j and with one accord make our 
prayers unto Hira, that this child may 
lead the rest of his life according to this 
beginning, 

Thtii shull be said, all k up ding j 

Our Father/ which art in heaven, Hal- 
lowe d be Thy name . Thy ki n gdo m com e . 



1 The Lord's Prayer having bivn pjre&erihed by 
our Saviour to His disciples, as a bad^ ofrtieir be- 
lonfiinR to Him, it can never bs more reason Able or 
proper m use it than ni>w N when a new member nt\H 
cliBcipl« Js admitted UTffea the C'htttttL And there- 
fore, whereas in other offices this prayer is (fL*neratly 
placed in the heffinninp, it is here reserved till fiftt>r 
the chUrt is &&pii#ei1 F awl received Rokmniy into the 
Church ; when We cati more property chEF G<xl bl our 
S-S 




Thy will be done in earth, As it is in I* 
heave d. Give ua this day our daily ! 
bread. And forgive ua our trespasses, 
As we forgive them that trespass against 
ug. And lead us not into temptation; 
But deliver us from evil. Araen. 

Tlnjn shall the priest ssiy. 

We yield Thee hearty thanks, (/) most 
merciful Father, that it hath pleased 
Thee to regenerate this infant with Thy 
Holy Spirit, to receive Mm for Thine 
own child by adoption, and to incorpo- 
rate hbn into Thy holy Church, And 
humbly we beseech Thee to grant, that 
he f being dead unto sin, and living unto 
righteous ness, and being huried with 



Father," with retpect to the infant, who is now by 
Ijn'iptiflm made a member of Cnrirft, and more pecu- 
liarly adopted a child of God. And thia la exactly 
conformalile to the primitive Church j for the cate- 
chumend were never allowed to use this prayer till 
they had first made them* elves s-om by regeneraiitm 
fn the water of hsijirisrii- For wMch reason this 
prayer ia frequently, by the undent writer*. called 
"tho prayer of the regenerate/' or "believers/ 1 as 
beintf, properly speaking, their privilege and birth- 
right, — Wheat lt; 




Christ in His death, may crucify the old 
man, and utterly abolish the whole body 
of sin ; and that as fit? is made partaker 
of the death of Thy Son, he may also be 
partaker of His resurrection; so that 
finally, with the residue of Thy holy 
Church, he may be an inheritor of Thine 
everlasting kingdom ; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Then, all standing up, the priest shall say to 
the godfathers and godmothers thin exhor- 
tation following* {g) 

Forasmuch as this child hath promised 
by you Ah sureties to renounce the devil 
and all his works, to believe in God, and 
to serve Him; ye must remember* that 
it is your parts and duties to see that 
this infant be taught, so soon as he shall 
be able to learn, what a solemn vow, 
promise, and profession, he hath here 
made by you. And that he may know 
these things the better, ye ah all call upon 
him to hear sermons ; and chiefly ye shall 
provide, that he may learn the Creed, the 
Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Command- 
ments, in the vulgar tongue, and all other 
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thing? which a Christina ought to know 
and believe to hi* soul's health ; and that 
this child may be virtuously brought up 
to lead a godly and a Christian life ; re- 
membering always, that baptism doth 
represent unto us our profession ; which 
is, to follow the example of our Saviour 
Christ, and to be made like unto Him ; 
that, as He died, and rose again for us, 
bo should we, who are baptised, die from 
sin, and rise again unto righteousness ; 
continually mortifying ail our evil and 
corrupt affections, and daily proceeding 
in all virtue and godliness of Living. 

Then shall he add and say, 

Ye are to take care that this child be 
brought to the bishop to be confirmed 
by him j so soon as he can say the Creed, 
the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Com^ 
mandmeots, in the vulgar tongue, and 
be further instructed in the Church 
Catechism set forth for that purpose. 

It is certain by God's word, that 
children which are baptised, dying before 




K"\ < umnut actual sin, arii uiuioiibt"iJl)- 
aved. 
T'i take away alJ scruple concerouiir, 
- of the sign of tht cro** In bap* 
i> . the true ex plication thereof, aod 
tin just reasons for the retaining of it, 
may be seeu m the xxJtth Canon, tiret 
published in the vear kdoiv. 



The cfoai is fgrui na admonition to glory in the 
sur vice of Jesus Christ, and not to hang down cur 
hewSa m nuTi afthatned thereof, although it pro- 
cure ps reproach and obloquy at the hands of thiii 
wretched world. Shame t- a kind of tear to incur 
disgrace at] d ignominy- Now, whereas settle things 
are worthy of reproach, some things ignominious 
only through a false opinion which men have con- 
reived of them! nature, that generally feareth op- 
probrious reprehension, mim by reason and rellfrion 
he taught what it should be ashamed of h and what 
not. But be we never so well instructed what our 
duty is in this behalf without some present admoni- 
tion si the very instant of practice, what wc know hi 
many times nut called to mind till that be don*! 
whereupon our just confusion unafttb. To supply 
the absence of Mich as that way might do us good 
when they due Ufl in danger of sliding, there ate 
judicious and wise men who think, wc may greatly 



unto many offences." .... If men of so good ex- 
perience and insight in the maims of our weak flesh 
have thought these fancied remembrances available 
to awaken Bhamefacedness, that so the boldness of 
sin may be stayed ere it look abroad; surely the 
wisdom of the Church of Christ which hath to that 
use converted the ceremony of the cross in baptism, 
it is no Christian man's part to despise ; especially 
seeing that by this mean, where nature doth earn- 
estly implore aid, religion yieldeth her that ready 
assistance than which there can be no help more 
forcible, of such as serve only to relieve memory, 
and to bring to our thoughts that which should 
most make ashamed of sin. Unless we be strangers 
4o the age wherein we live, or else, in some partial 
respect, dissemblers of that we hourly both hear and 
see, there is not the simplest of us but knoweth with 
what disdain and acorn Christ is honoured far and 
wide When they that honour God are dee- 

n1u>ri : when th« phiofixt actrvW nfhrmnnr tnat man 




the cornelicr and better wtercb* of onr rvlhfron, 
onilng t4 the njundest mien that wisdom, directed 
the word of God* and by long experience con- 
hath bf'n able with conimou advice, with 
eh deliberation and exceeding great diligence, to 
ipreheTid; when no man flgh ting tinder Christ's 
nei can bfr always exempted from seeing or lul- 
ling those Indignitler, the ating whereof not to 
ttJ, or, feeling, not to be moved thereat, i* a thing 
npowfblc to flesh and blood -—if thja be any object 
it patience to wort on H the strictest IhiJiil ihflt therc- 
nto tU'th UA ia ottr VOWCd obedience to Christ; the 
nlcnuieil vow that we ever made, to obey Christ 
nd to sufltir reproachtjs willingly^ aU reproache*, fur 
lis *ake, waa made in baptism ; and amongst other 
icniorieJa to keep ua mindful of that vow, we ran- 
ol think that the sign which our new-baptised fore- 
eada did there receive l* either unfit or un forcible. 
-Hooks*, 
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UJtf 1-IUVA ?¥. l!.iri l^M. 

Though holy Church prescribes the font for 1 1 .a 
place, and Sunday* and holydays for the usual times 
of baptism, that she may conform a* much ai con- 
veniently may be to the usage* of primitive antiquity, 
(which 1b her aim in all her services,) and for other 
reasons mentioned;! Te t In case cf necessity the 
permit* and provides that a child may be baptised 
in any decent phtfe at nny times in such cases tb* 
quiring the performance only of essentia]*, not of 
solemnities of baptism; according to the practice nf 
the apostles, who baptised at any time at occasion 
required, and In fountains and river* ; and according 
to the use of succeeding ugrs. Nor can I see what 
cab be reason ahjy objected against this tender and 
motherly love of the Church to her children* who 
Gliooifes rsthcrta omit sole mtrftics than hazard souls, 
which indulgence uf heis cannot be interpreted any 
irreverence or contempt of that venerable sacrament, 
but a yielding to Just necessity, which defends what 
it rons trains, and to God's n*a rule, ■ 1 will hare 
meity, and not sacrifice" iMatLiii. 7), 

If it be objected, that thin tut) be an occasion nf 
mischief, that the form of baptism may lw vitiated 
and corrupted in private by heretical ministers, and 
so the child tabbed of the benefits of baptism, It \a 
answered, that this 1i possible; but were it not 

Rubric I. beRm h*pip«tu 





Ifrtit folly to prevent ■ possible danger by n certain f 
to deny oil infants in such ruci baptism, le*t *onie 
Juw should 1* abused by the malice of the priest? 
which possible, but scarce probable mischief, the 
Church bath taken all possible care to prevent. 
For If the child lives, it is to be brought to the 
Church h and there the prieal la to demand by 
whom the child waa baptised, and with what matter 
and words ; and IT he perceives plainly that it was 
well baptised for the substance, then §hall he add 
the usus.1 solemnities at public baptism, that so the 
child may want nothing, no not of the decent pomp; 
hut IT he cannot by such questioning he assured 
that It was truly baptised far essentials, then shall 
he baptise It thus: " If than be not already htfttmdt 
I baptise the*," as It waa ordered Cone. Carth. V. 
can, vi. tora. it. p. 12IG. <L — Er. Spar now. 






'« it fi.r hi, being ao fri-clf ami 
ctntflj »fl.i>i«l (W*n Dur*in* F id return to Ih* fiElM- 
Mt thereof *ipunr WTur b Ti-Uf *rrv it f ihu«n« 
dawed w,tti tL^tLLMmijii'!.., vi taaelt bpain I 11 tut 
madnvu wm 1L to few the tnbtriTiuiri-. ih.it we lie 
now irt En, for Ihr rile and trajiiilnrj plcwatvT 

■.in" M :..il ijiiL nitlm ■'■-.; .1.. Ill H I", ilicil "lir M- 

rhmr Oiritf b uf Hi* rorrvj rnm* Ic n*, Id dwell 
within u+ at but tfuiut, to drill* Htm from u*, xnd 

hi !■.'.-■ i-r-. Mlu; v i . i| , i ■ r | -. .. u t of our ■■■■.:!», ami tn- 
ttervd of llhm, En whom is all ffraro and vltiue h io 
wrel w the un jrradou* ■plrlt of the de*1 [,t rn-fnundei' 
of nil n-auiflitinvcii an4 miKhicf I Hn» can «C ftm! 
in mjf hearts to riicr -uiM citmnp unHnJitei* Io 
ChrUth whlth hath no fletitly called to mere*, 4 nil 
nHl'ied HJm*4tlJ unki us, and II r Tin* rnlcml with- 
in U* ? Va, h«» dare ** t* s*j bnU tn itnirunee 
the |irt-*n, v of the Father, Ihr *jn, and ijie Holy 
Gh<**t (for »Th.tc on? Lk, then Ei Gwl atl wtinlij lai 
nullum, inejrfher wiih all HLi |pqwut, wiinJrmt, and 
tf™lrtn*l. r-th! fear ti^t, liflj, the danger and (*+»! 
ol~w traitoMiUj a defiance and d^artui* ^ 

Hnmrr or ihi hki kiwtiih 





if E give Thee thanks and praise. 
O heavenly and most gra- 
cious Father, that it hath 
pleased Thee to call this 
child to Thy holy baptism, to re- 
new him with Thy Holy Spirit, to 
admit him into the Church, to 
adopt him for Thy child, and to receive 
him into the profession of Thy faith : and 
we humbly beseech Thee to grant unto 
him Thy grace, to accompany him all the 
days of Am life, that Ae may hold fast the 
profession of his faith, making Ai^ calling 
and election sure ; that his body being 
washed in pure water, and he tasting of 
lilt? heavenly gift, being made partaker 
of the Holy Ghost, and sprinkled in his 
heart from an evil conscience, he may fol- 
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tow Thee in the regeneration, and, after 
the end of this life, he may for ever be 
with them who have washed their robes 
and mode them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. Grant this, O God our Father, 
through Jesus Christ our blessed Saviour 
and Redeemer. Amen. 
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II. 



ALMIGHTY and most mercifiil Fa- \ 
ther, who makest us both to will and to do 
those things that be good and acceptable 
unto Thy divine Majesty ; we make our 
humhle supplications unto Thee for this 
Thy child, whom Thou host vouchsafed to 
regenerate by water and the Holy Ghost, 
and hast incorporated into Thy holy 
Church, the mystical body of Thy Sou; 
let Thy fatherly hand, we beseech Thee, 
ever be over him ; daily increase in him 
Thy manifold gifts of grace, the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding the spirit of 
counsel and ghostly strength, the spirit 
of knowledge aud true godliness ; and so 
lead him in the knowledge and obedience 
of Thy word, that in the end Ae may 











obtain everlasting life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who, with Thee and 
the Holy Ghost, liveta and reigneth ever 
one God, world without end. Amen. 
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III. 



O, most holy, moat gmcious Saviour 
Jesus, who lovest Thy Church, and hast 
given Thyself for it, that Thou mighteat 
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing 
of water by the word ; do Thou with 
Thy Holy Spirit enlighten, and with 
Thy word instruct, the understanding of 
this child, that he may live by faith, and 
may receive the secrets of Thy kingdom, 
and know Thy will, and obey Thy laws, 
and promote Thy glory. Amen, 
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IV. 



O God, be Thou the Father of this 
child for ever ; Christ his elder brother 
and his Lord ; the Church his mother ; 
let the body of Christ be his food, the 
blood of Christ his drink, and the Spirit 
the earnest of his inheritance. Let faith 
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be his J e tuning, religion hti employment, 
his whole Life be spiritual, heaven the 1 
object of A is hopes and the end of his 
labours ; let Aim be Thy servant in the 
kingdom of grace, and Thy son in the 
kingdom of glory ; through Jesua Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
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EARLY beloved, foras- 
much as all men are 
conceived and born in 
sin (and that which is 
bom of the flesh is flesh), and they 
that are in the flesh cannot please 
%{ God, but live in sin, committing 
many actual transgressions; and 
that our Saviour Christ saith, None can 
enter into the kingdom of God, except he 





he regenerate and born anirw of water 
und of the Holy Ghost; 1 I beseech you 
to call upon God the Father, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that of His bnuntuotiH 
goodness He will grant to thwe person 
that which by nature they cannot have ; 
that they may be baptised with water and 
the Holy Ghost, and received into Christ's 
holy Church, and be made lively members 
of the same. 



Then shall the priest say, 
Let us pray. 



<V> 



And here al) the congregation shall kneel. 



wasbetb tin v»illi water, but God m&lceth u» clean 
hy lh# riDM of Christ, It la not the nihtiititcr, but 
Christ 1 Lima? If which is the Limit) of God LbatLakrth 
away this hida or Lho world. (.Btt* Art, xsvL) 

1 Or all the rthdvut* thure is Hot one to bo nmu>d 
that btce did otherwise either expound or allege this 
place than as implying eitern.nl baptitim, . . . Wtuii 
the letter of thu law hath two thlnpa plainly and 
eipregfliy specked, water and the SpErit — water as n 
duty mjulrvd uh cur parti, the Spirit us a gift which 
Cod fow-towinh— there is danger in presuming flu to 
Interpret it a* if the climae which concemcth our- 
Jtelvts wurc mora thnik needeth.— Hookeju 




Almighty and everlasting God, who of 
Thy great mercy didst save Noah and his 
family in the ark from perishing by water ; 
and also didst safely Lead the children of 
Israel Thy people through the Red Sea, 
figuring thereby Thy holy baptism ; and 
by the baptism of Thy well-beloved Son 
Jesufl Christ, in the river Jordan, didst 
sanctify the element of water to the mys- 
tical washing away of sin ; we beseech 
Thee, for Thine infinite mercies, that 
Thou wilt mercifully look upon t htae Thy 
servants; wash them and sanctify them 
with the Holy Ghost, that they, being 
delivered from Thy wrath, may be re- 
ceived into the ark of Chrisf s Church ; 
and being stedfaat in faith, joyful through 
hope, and rooted in charity, may so pass 
the waves of this troublesome world, that 
finally they may come to the land of ever- 
j lasting life, there to reign with Thee world 
without end : through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen, 

Almighty and immortal God, the aid 
of all that need, the helper of all that flee 
to Thee for succour, the life of them that 
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est, except God be with him. Jesus an- 
swered and said unto him, Verily, verily 
I say unto thee, Except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
Nicodemus saith unto Him, How can a 
man be born when he is old ? Can he 
enter the second time into his mother's 
womb, and be born? Jesus answered, 
Verily, verily I say unto thee, Except a 
man be born of water and of the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 
That which is born of the flesh is flesh ; 
and that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee, 
Ye must be born again. The wind blow- 
eth where it listeth, and thou nearest the 
sound thereof; but canst not tell whence 
it cometh, and whithpr it *»r»«+u . -- 



except a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God. Whereby yo may perceive the 
great necessity of this sacrament, where 
it may be had. Likewise, immediately 
before His ascension into heaven (as we 
read in the last chapter of Saint Mark's 
Gospel), He gave command to His dis- 
ciples, saying, Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the Gospel to every creature. 
He that believeth and is baptised shall be 
saved \ but be that believeth not shall be 
damned. Which also sheweth us to us 
the great benefit we reap thereby. For 
which cause Saint Peter the Apostle, when 
upon his first preaching of the Gospel 
many were pricked at the heart, and said 
to him and the rest of the Apostles, Men 
and brethren, what shall we do f replied 
and said unto them, Repent, and be bap- 
tised every one of you for the remission 
of sins, and ye shall receive the gift: of the 
Holy Ghost f For the promise is to you 
and your children, and to all that are afar 
off, even as many as the Lord our God 
shall call. And with many other words 
exhorted he them, saving, Save yourselves 
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science towards God), by im, .- 
of Jesus Christ. Doubt ye not therefore, 
but earnestly believe, that He will favour- 
ably receive these present persons, truly 
repenting, and coming unto Him by faith; 
that He will grant them remission of their 
sins, and bestow upon them the Holy 
Ghost ; that He will give them the bless- 
ing of eternal life, and make them par- 
takers of His everlasting kingdom. 

Wherefore we being thus persuaded of 
the good will of our heavenly Father to- 
wards these persons, declared by His Son 
Jesus Christ, let us faithfully and devout- 
ly give thanks to Him, and say, 

Almighty and everlasting God, heaven- 

lv Father, we give Thee humble thanks, 

'"" ~" hast vouchsafed to call us 
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they may be born again, and be made 
/."■-if* of everlasting salvation ; through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee and the Holy Spirit, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

Then the priest shall speak feo the persons 
to be baptised on this wiae : 

Well-beloved, who are come hither de- 
siring to receive holy baptism, ye have 
heard how the congregation hath prayed, 
that our Lord Jesus Christ would vouch- 
safe to receive you and bless you, to re- 
lease you of your sins, to give you the 
kingdom of heaven, and everlasting lift-. 
Ye have heard also, that our Lord Jesus 
Christ hath promised in His holy Word 
to grant all those things that we have 
prayed for; which promise He, for Hi& 
part, will most surely keep and perform. 

Wherefore, after this promise made by 
Christ, ye must also faithfully, for your 
part, promise, in the presence of these 
your witnesses, and this whole congrega- 
tion, that ye will renounce the devil and 
all his works, and constantly believe God's 

113 




holy Word, and obediently keep Hia com- 
mandments. 

Then ahull the priest demand of each of the 

persons to be baptised, severally, these 
questions following : 

Question* Dost thou renounce the 
devil and all hla works, the vain pomp 
and glory of the world, with all covetous 
desires of the same, and the carnal de- 
sires of the flesh. go that thou wilt not 
follow, nor be led by them ? 

Answer, [ renounce them all* 

Qhps. Dost thou believe in God the 
Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth? 

And in Jesus Christ His only-begotten 
Son our Lord? And that He was con- 
ceived by the Holy Ghost ; born of the 
Virgin Mary; that He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried ; that He went down into hell, and 
also did rise again the third day ; that 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at 
the right hand of God the Father Al- 
mighty ; and from thence shall come 




again at the en J of the world, to judge 
the quick and the dead f 

And dost thou believe in the Holy 
Ghost ; the holy Catholic Church j the 
co in ni union of saints ; the remission of 
sins ; the resurrection of the flesh ; and 
everlasting life after death? 

Jw All this I etedf&itly believe. 

Ques.Wilt thuo be baptised in this 
faith 1 

J vs. That is my desire. 

Que*. Wilt thou then obediently keep 
Go<l*s holy will and commandments, and 
walk in the same all the days of thy life? 

An$> I will endeavour so to do, God 
being my helper* 

Than shall the priest say 

O merciful God, grant that the old 
Adam in these persons may be so buried, 
that the new man may be raised up in 
them. Amen. 

Grant that all carnal affections may 
die in them, and that all things belong- 
ing to the Spirit may live and grow in 
them. Amen. 
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. that they may have power and 
to have victory, and to triumph, 

the devil, the world, and the 

tVmeo* 

; that th*y t being here dedicated 

by our office and ministry, may 
endued with heavenly virtues, 

lastingly rewarded, through Thy 

O blessed Lord God P who dost 
id govern all things, world with- 
in Amen. 

ighty, everliving God, whose most 
beloved Son Jesus Christ, for the 
nese of our sins, did shed out of 
ost precious aide both water and 

and gave commandment to His 
», that they should go teach all 
i f and hnptise them Jn the name 

Father, the Son, and the Holy 
; regard, we beseech Thee, the 
ations of this congregation ; sanc- 
is water to the mystical washing 
jfsin; and grant that the persons | 

be baptised therein may receive j 
Loess of Thy grace, and ever re- 
n the number of Thv faithful ftn<t 






l*. I baptise th 
Father, and of the 
Ghost. Amen. 

I In- Li slijlJ 

We receive this 
gregation of Chris 
and do sign him 
sign of the cross, 
that hereafter he 
to confess the fai 
and manfully to fi 
against sin, the ' 
and to continue C 
and servant unto fi 



Then aboil tae priest *ay t 

Seeing now, dearly beloved brethren, 
that these persons are regenerate, and 
grafted into the body of Christ's Church, 
let us give thanks unto Almighty God 
for these benefits, and with one accord 
make our prayers unto HI in, that (hey 
may lead the rest of their life according 
to this beginning- 

Tben shall be said the Lord's Prayrr t alt 
kneel Lug. 

Oar Father, which art in heaven, Hal- 
Lowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done in earth, As it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses:, 
As we forgive them that trespass against 
ii3. And lead us not into temptation $ 
But deliver us from evil. Amen. 

We yield Thee humble thanks, O hea- 
venly Father t that Thou hast vouchsafed 
to call us to the knowledge of Thy grace, 

and faith in Thee; increase this know- 
113 




ledge, and confirm this 
more. Give Thy Hoi; 
persons; that, being i 
and made heirs of ever 
through our Lord Jesus 
continue Thy servants, 
promises; through the 
Christ Thy Son, who li 
with Thee, in the unity 
Spirit, everlastingly. 1 

Then, all standing up, tr, 
this exhortation follow 
the godfathers and god] 
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lilii' unto Him ; that as He aitu, , — 
again for us ; so should we, who ate 
baptised, die from sin, and rise again 
unto righteousness ; continually mortify- 
ing all our evil and corrupt affections, 
and daily proceeding in ail virtue and 
godliness of living* 

pedient that every person, tiius Ittu- 
tised, &bonld be confirmed (S.) by the 1h- 






shop so goon after his baptism as cijiLvti- 
tiiently may be ■ tbat so be inny be ad- 
mitted to the holy communion (B 1 . 
If any persons not baptised ju their infancy 
fhnll be brought tt> be baptised before 
they ejnic to yeara yf discretion to an- 
swer fur UHfH!*lvwt ; it may suffice to use 
the Office Fur Public Baptism ui h Id font a, 
up (in r^e of extreme dunser) llit j Oilice 
Uir Private Ufejitfattl : only rrtrnijrimr ibe 
tvord [»i/<?j*r fur [child or /jemujj as 
<>»:l vision rutpiinth. 



NOTE (A J. 
roMS£xioir ok >Anri«M wits coni'iRiiATiow, 

The fathers everywhere impute unto confirmation 
t li:it iri ft of prnct.' of tho Holy Ghost, not which maketh 
m first Christian men, but when we are made such. 
Mfiisteth us iTi all virtue, artiKih us against temp- 
tat i on anil sin H For after bapttom administered, 
" there fcllowcth," salth Tertullian, " Itn position of 
hands, with invocation and Invitation of the Holy 
Ghost, which willingly Cometh flown from the Fa- 
ther, to mat up«n the purified and bka&cd bodies, ah 
It were, attkuoiticdglng the waters of baptism a lit 
scat/' St. Cyprian, in E* more particular maimer, 
alluding to that effect of the Spirit which here eft- 
pecM3y was respected— " How greet,*' satth he, "is 
that power and farce wherewith the mind Is here" 
(he nuantth in baptism) " enabled* beibp not only 
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that no stain or blemish of the enemy ■ »•«.. 

remain, but over and besides," (namely, tnTongk 
prayer and imposition of hands,) " beeomeUl vet 
greater, yet mightier in strength, so for as to reign 
with a kind of imperial dominion over the whole 
band of that roaming and spoiling adversary." As 
much is signified by Eusebius Emissenus, saying, 
" The Holy Ghost which descendeth with saving in- 
fluence upon the waters of baptism doth there give 
that fulness which sufficeth for innocency, and after- 
wards exhibiteth in confirmation an augmentation of 
further grace." The fathers, therefore, being thus 
persuaded, held confirmation as an ordinance apos- 
tolic, always profitable in God's Church, although 
not always accompanied with equal largeness of 
those external effects which gave it countenance 
at the first.— Hooksr. 



NOTE (B). 

OOMMZXIO* OF BAPTISM WITH THB HOLT 
COMMUVXON. 

We receive Christ Jesus in baptism once, as the 



first beginner; in the eucharist often, as being by 

By bap- 



"** — - 1 *-**** the finisher of our life. 



hereby gather that the participation of Christ, which 
properly beloncjcth to any one iacrmnent, Is not 
otherwise to bo obtained but by the ucraTncnr 
where unto It is proper, . . L - The grace which we 
hare by the holy eueharist, cloth nut begin hut con 
tin up life. No m&a the re For* recti veth this sacra- 
ment before baptism, becaiiBe fit* dead thing is capa- 
ble of nourishment, That which groweth must of 
rjecestity lirt>l live. If out bodies did not daily 
waste, food to restore them were a thing super- 
Hijoua, And it may be tljul tbe grace of baptism 
wriuhi term to eternal life, were it net that the elate 
of our spiritual being 1b dally bo much hindered and 
jr i i [ i;i Ered after bap i isii i . In that Life therefore, where 
neither body i\m nuul can decay, our no tils ahull aa 
little require this sacrament, as our bodies corporal 
nourishment. But as lnrtg as the days nf our Warfare 
tost, during the time that we are bath subject to 
diminution and capable of augmeri ration in grace. 
the word* of our Lord and Saviour Christ will remain 
forcible: ''Except ye eat the flesh or the Son of 
man, and drink Ilia blood, ye have no life in you " 
(John vi, 53). Lift bctnjj therefore proposed unto 
all men a& tti-uEr end, they who by baptiam have laid 
the foundation and at rained the flrct beginning of a 
new life, have here their nourishment and food pre- 
scribed for continuance nf life in them. Such as will 
live the life of God must eat the flesh and drink tbi* 
blood of the Son of man ; because thfo is a part of 
that diet which if we wajit we cannot live. Whereto 
therefore in onr infancy we are Incorporated into 
Christ, and by baptism receive the grace of Kii 
Spirit without any flense or feeling of the gift widen 
God be.fltoweth | in the eucharist wo bo receive the 
gift of God, that we know by grace what the grace 
i* which God gjvelh us j the degrees of our own in- 
crease in holiness and virtue we see, and can judge 
of them ; we understand that the strength of our life, 

m 
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Aj bn Ibat h» a dacL and loadj p#» 
Stora nrt. bat loot* b^and tt « tt» ■% [ 

bu u h.-ri 1 t$cw raj un*. mia* «ye* Rnunt 
I, ud In thai * alrr llj 



Whkh Ualww tbcbt»Tcn>>w>H#*l 
[1 in mj dear HnhwcrKrt pierced rid*. 

Q bluMd ftnann! dthci jv do ymtit 

And atop our tin* Bnm tfr*i* ing thick and wide 

Or clw givo tear* to drawn them a they |Ht. 
Jn j an redemption meuarH *U mjf time, 
And ipreadi the jjlaiter equnl to th* crime 

Y ■ iu taught the book of Lift; iujt aim* j that so, 

*f hfllCTcr future ilni fhauld rat raisrnll, 



The HqIj 9|«1rit it iMptfmn ttJta 
Uh Btvd bcyi puHwrtofi till ram grim Him; then 

Uattiim we cantrnrt and oblige ourselves, all out 
life lon|5, la complete And ptrfiLt ih* imapt* of J«ni 
Chrim in oitntdn*. Tbw bitting* and tvtlleiuei 
of baptism :— it Mfjafalet u* ftnm A&»m t **d «i- 
KTflft* u* lh|n Christ ; li is a. reuinuctinn from ltd 
tv rfXatv i it dkuhitKf* u* ftum the deht owing tD 
the JmtLce of Cod, by our rim, n*w fullj *nU±rti>d 
bj faith in th« MfflkfJnjyf and death of Chita; it 
Cuicrk tlii' I .nv ■il' iSrtth and malediction which 
w npaJntt nv In bflptfcBI mif dm died and wunr 
buriul. but the twtd and rout nftmHii Jn hi f— 
these *t are to mortify nil dot Utis long. 
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BAPTISED PfiHSOKS. 




[OH THE ASNIVBBBAH.Y UlT OF Ot?H BAPTISM-] 

LOR.D, our heavenly Father, 
almighty and everlasting God, 
who of Thine infinite goodness 
towards me, when I was born 
in Mil, and was no other than an heir 
of everlasting wrath, didst vouchsafe that 
I should, as upon this day, be born 
of water and the Holy Ghost, in the 
blessed laver of baptism, being thereby 
made a member of Christ, and an heir 
of eternal life; for this Thine inestimable 
favour, I do here gratefully commemo- 
rate this happy day : and in most hum^ 




U v,*j uugcu, wilu au me company of 
heaven, do renew that sacred vow, which 
was then made in my name, to forsake 
this wicked world, and to live as a Chris- 
tian ought to do, in obedience to Thy 
holy will and commandments ; most 
humbly beseeching Thee, of Thy great 
mercy, to pardon me all former breaches 
of my solemn promise, and to endue me 
with the assistance of Thy Holy Spirit, 
that henceforth I may walk in newness 
of life, worthy of that blessed estate 
whereunto Thou hast called me; and, 
keeping myself unspotted from the world, 
the flesh, and the devil, may daily die 
unto sin, for which cause I was baptised 
into the death of Christ ; and as I have 
had my part this day in the first regene- 




O holy and eternal Jesus, who in Thine 
own person wert pleased to sanctify the 
waters of baptism, and, by Thy institu- 
tion and commandment, didst make them 
effectual to excellent purposes of grace 
and remedy ; be pleased to verify the 
holy effects of baptism to me and all Thy 
servants whose names are dedicated to 
Thee in an early and timely presenta- 
tion, and enable us with Thy grace tn 
verify all our promises by which we were 
bound then, when Thou didst first make 
us Thy own portion and relatives in the 
consummation of a holy covenant. O be 
pi cased to pardon all those interruptions of 
that state of favour in which Tbou didst 
plant us by Thy grace, and admit us by 
the gates nf baptism : and let that Spirit , 
which moved upon those huly waters, 
never be absent from us, but call upon 
us, and invite ua, by a perpetual argu- 
ment, and daily solicitations and induce- 
ments to holiness ; that we never return 
to the filth iness of sin, but by the answer 
of a good conscience, may please Thee, 
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Father (Eph. i. 3, 1 Pet, i, 3) /who out of 
mere compassion to my soul mist called 
me to this state of solvation, through Je- 
sus Christ our Lord. 

Glory be to Thee, O Lord* who hast in- 
dulged me this opportunity of repentance ; 
glory be to Thee, who hast wrought in me 
this will to renew my baptismal vow. O 
my God, I humbly, I earnestly pray unto 
Thee to give me continual supplies of TTiy 
grace, that I may continue in Thy love 
unto my life's end, that being " faithiul to 
death, " 1 may receive ** the crown of life" 
(Rev . iL 1 0) . O Lord God, " 1 have sworn' ' 
(Ps.csix. 10G)j ff and 1 wilJ perform it, that 
I will keeu Thy righteous judgments-'' My 
heart is empty and disengaged, and longs 
for Thee j my heart is entirely devoted to 
Thee : enter, O my God ; possess it with 
Thy gracious presence, and fill it with 
Thy love. Lord, for Thy tender mercies' 
sake, restore me to Thy favour j to all the 
graces and privileges of my baptism* of 
which 1 have been spoiled by my sins. 
Lord, make me a living member of Thy 
Church, the mystical Body of Thy Son 
(1 Cor. xii. 13," 2 ?). O my God," unite 




me inseparably to Christ my Head (Eph. 
i. 22), and from thence let His gracious 
influences be ever streaming into my soul 
(lCph. iv, 15, Col. ii, 19), " Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and iu Thy sight, 
and am no more worthy to be called Thy 
son:" but 1 return with the prodigal (Luke 
vi, 1 8) j O let Thy paternal bowels yearn 
on me, and graciously receive me- Lotd, 
send Thy Spirit of adoption into my heart 
(Gal. iii. 26, 2J)> to instil true filial affec- 
tions, that I may again be owned by Thee 
for Thy child, and call Thee Father, and 
share in the blessings of Thy children, 
and at last become an inheritor of the 
kingdom of heaven (Rom. viii. lti\ 17)- 
U heavenly Father, accept my imperfect 
repentance, compassionate my mfirmities, 
forgive my wickedness, purify my unclean - 
ness, strengthen ray weakness, fix my un- 
stableness, and let Thy love ever rule in 
ray heart, through the merits, and suffer- 
ings, and love of the Son of Thy love, in 
whum Thou art alwavs infinitely pleased 
(Matt. iii. 17)- 



[This office may be used in time of 
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devout retirement, or on the Lord's day, 
or to sifllicti.il i or sickness, but especially 
before the holy euuhurist,] 
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blessed and eternal God, I give Thee 
praise and glory for Thy great mercy to 
me in causing me to be born of Christian 
parents, and didst not allot to me a por- 
tion with unbelievers and heathen that 
have not known Thee* Thou didst not 
suffer me to be strangled at the gate of 
the womb, but Thy hand sustained and 
brought me to the light of the world 
and the illumination of baptism, with 
Thy grace preventing my electionj and 
by an artificial necessity and holy pre- 
vention engaging me to the profession 
and practice of Christi unity. Lord, since 
that, I have broken the promises made 
in my behalf, and which I confirmed by 
my after -act -, and yet Thou hast still con- 
tinued to me life and time of repentance, 
and didst not cut me off in the beginning 
of my days, and the progress of my sins. 
O dearest God, pardon the errors and 




ignorances, the rices and vanities, of my 
youth, and the faults of my more forward 
years, and let me never more stain the 
whiteness of my baptismal robe : and 
now that by Thy grace 1 still persist in 
the purposes of obedience, and do give 
up my name to Christ and glory to be a 
disciple of Thy institution and a servant 
of Jesus, let me never fail of Thy grace ; 
let no root of bitterness spring up and 
disorder my purposes and defile my spi- 
rit. O let ray years he so many degrees 
of nearer approach to Thee ; and forsake 
me not, O God, in my old age, when I 
am grey-headed ; and when my strength 
faileth me, be Thou my strength and my 
guide unto death, that I may reckon my 
years, and apply my heart unto wisdom ; 
and at last, after the spending a holy and 
a blessed lifej I may be brought to a glo- 
rious eternity, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen, 
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3. 

O most merciful God, who, according 
to the multitude of Thy mercies, dost so 
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put away the sins of those who troly 
I repent, that Thou rememberest them no 
1 more; open Thine eye of mercy upon me 
I Thy servant, who most earnestly desires 
pardon and forgiveness. Renew in me, 
most loving Father, whatsoever hath been 
decayed by the fraud awl malice uf the 
devil, or by my own caroal will and frail- 
ness ; preserve and continue me in the 
unity of the Church ; consider my con- 
trition ; accept my tears* And forasmuch 
as I put my whole trust only in Thy 
mercy, impute not unto me my former 
sins, but strengthen me with Thy blessed 
Spirit ; and when Thou art pleased to 
take me hence, take me unto Thy favour, 
through the merits of Thy dearly beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

ruvsA-flook. 



AN ACT OF THANKSGIVING FOft OUR 
BAPTISM. 

The ™tward tO RT be to TllCe, ThoU IovCF 

***** of souta : it was by thy prevent- 
ing love that I was baptised with the out 
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ward sign, water, "in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost" (Matt, xiviu. 19} ; that I should 
believe in the most Holy Trinity ; that 1 
should entirely live devoted to the three 
moat adorable Persons j that I should 
wholly depend on their gracious assist- 
ances, and that it should be my chief care 
to love and glorify that triune love, the 
Author of my salvation. 
The inrush Glory be to Thee, O Je^u, 

■™*' who by water, that washes away 
the filth of the body (Ezek. xxxvL 25), 
dost represent to my faith Thy "invi- 
sible grace in baptism," which spiritual I y 
washes and cleanses the soul. 

Glory be to Thee, blessed Lord, who 
in baptism savest us, not by the outward 
washing, but hy the inward purifying 
grace, accompanied with a sincere vow 
and stipulation of a good conscience to- 
wards Gud {1 Fet. iiL 21); by which 
Thy propitious love brought me into Tliy 
Church, the spiritual ark, to save me from 
perishing in the delugeof sin, which over- 
whelms the generality of the world : and 

therefore all love, all dory be to Thee. 
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Glory be to Thee, O all-powerful Love, 
by whose '* invisible grace" we in bap- 
tism die to sin (Horn, vi. 3 t 4), to all 

carnal affections, renouncing and detest- 
ing them all, and resolving to take no 
more pleasure in them than dead persons 
do in the comforts of life. O may I ever 
thus die to sin I 

Glory be to Thee, O Jesu, who from 
"our death to gin" in our baptism dost 
raise us to a new life, and dost breathe 
into us the breath of love ; it is in this 
u laver of regeneration" (Tit. iii. 5 J we 
are born again by water (John iii* 5) and 
the Spirit, by " a new birth unto righte- 
ousness :" that as the natural birth pro- 
pagated sin, our spiritual birth should i 
propagate grace : for which all love, all 
glory be to Thee. 

Glory be to Thee, O most indulgent 
Love, who in our baptism dost give us 
the Holy Spirit of love, to be the prin- 
ciple of a new life and of love in us, to 
infuse into our souls a supernatural ha- 
bitual grace, and ability to obey and love 
Thee: for which all love, all glory be to 
Thee. 
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Glory be to Thee, O compassionate 
Love, who, when we were conceived and 
" bom in. sin" (Pb. 1L 5) of ainfoi pa- 
rents ; when we sprang from a root wholly 
corrupt, and were "all children of wrath' 1 
(Eph, ii. I), hast in our baptism " made 
us children" of Thy own heavenly Father 
by adoption and "grace" £Rom* viii. 15); 
when we were heirs of hell, hast made us 
heirs of heaven, even joint -heirs with Thy 
own self, of Thy own glory : for which, 
with all the powers of my soul, 1 adore 
and love Thee. 
m , I know, O dearest Lord, that 

Lpimj. 1 am llune no longer than 1 
loveThee; I can no longer feel 
the saving efficacy of my baptism than I 
am faithful to my vow I there made ; no 
longer than I am a penitent, no longer 
am I a Christian ; if " I name the name 
of Christ, I am to depart from iniquity" 
(2 Tiro, ii- 19)* O do Thou give me the 
grace of true repentance for all my sins, 
for my original impurity, and for all my 
actual transgressions, that I may abhor 
and forsake them all s wound my soul 
with a moat affectionate Burrow for all the 
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Injuries, and affronts, ami dishonours, 1 
have offered to infinite love. 

Glory be to Thee, O moat liberal 
Jesu t for all those exceeding great 
and precious " promises" (2 Pet, u 4) of 
pardon, and grace, and glory, which Thou 
haat made to us Christians in the Sacra- 
ment of Baptism : O may I ever sted- 
fastly believe ; O may I ever passionately 
love ; may 1 ever firmly rely on Thy su- 
perabnndant love in all these promises : 
for which 1 will ever adore and love Thee. 

Glory be to Thee, O sweetest Love, 
who in my infancy didst admit mo to 
holy baptism ; who by Thy preventing 
grace, when I was a little child, didst re- 
ceive me into the evangelical covenant, 
didst take me up into the arms of Thy 
mercy and bless me (Mark x. 16). Glory 
be to Thee, who didst early dedicate rae 
to Thyself, to prepossess me by Thy love 
before tht? world should sere and defile me. 

Ah, gracious Lord, how long* how 
often have I polluted myaelf by my sins ! 
But I repent and deplort? all those pollu- 
tions, and I consecrate myself to Thee 
again ^ O Thou most reconcilable Lcvc, 




pardon and accent me, and restore mc to 
Thy love ; let tlie inteoaeness of my 
future love, not only love for the time to 
come, but retrieve all the love I have lost, 
BETiiKiH Glory be to Thee, O tendered 
Jesu, who, when by reason of my 
infancy I could not promise to repent and 
believe for myself, didst mercifully accept 
of my an re ties, who promised both for 
me ; as Thou didst accept for good to the 
paralytic (Mark ii, 5) the charitable in- 
tentions of those that brought him to 
Thee, and of the faith of the woman of 
Canaan (Matt. iv. 22) for the cure of her 
daughter : for which merciful acceptance 
all love, all glory be to Thee. 

O my God, my Lord, the promise which 
was made by my sureties for me, I ac- 
knowledge that, as soon as I came to a 
competent age, I was bound myself to 
perform, and I own and renew my obli- 
gation j I promise, O my Lord, with all 
the force nf my soul to love Thee ; O do 
Thou ever keep me true to my promise, 
since Thou art ever unalterably true to 
Thine : foF which 1 will ever adore and 
love Thee. 
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E'ROFEESION OF OUB 3JNCERE MJRPOSli tU 
LIVE ANSWERABLY TO OUtt BAPTISMAL 
VOW. 

holt and eternal Lord God, who 
keepest covenant and mercy for them 
that love Thee and keep Thy command- 
ments ; I heartily thank Thy Divine Ma- 
jesty for admitting me by baptism into 
that covenant of grace, which entitles 
me, through Thy mercy in Christ Jesus 
our Lord, to such glorious privilege*: 
and I solemnly purpose, with Thy grace 
and assistance, to perform the vowe then 
made in my behalf; and which I have 
so often renewed and ratified with mine 
own ii h j utl i at Thy holy table. 

[ seriously resolve, to the utmost of 
the power Thou givest me, to avoid all 
sin, and to resist all the temptations of 
the devil, the world, and the flesh : I do 
unfrignedly bullae, a.od will by Thy 
help continue in the belief of, all the 
articles of the Christian faith : and 1 
stedfastly purpose, through the help of 
Tliy grace, to keep Thy holy will and 
commandments hi all sincerity iind godly 
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simplicity of heart; and to walk in the 
same all the days of ray life. 

My godfathers and godmothers did 
promise in my nanus at my baptism that. 
I should renounce the devil and all his 
works, the pomps and vanity of this 
wicked world, and all the sinful lusts of 

i; 

O dearest God, who hast framed man 
of soul and body, and fitted him with 
faculties and proportionable instruments 
to serve Thee according to all our capa- 
cities; let Thy Holy Spirit rule and sanc- 
tify every power and member, buth uf 
soul and body, that they may make that 
beauteous order, which, in our creation, 
Thou didst intend, and to which Thou 
dost restore Thy people in the renova- 
tion of grace ; that our affections may be 
guided by reason, our understanding may 
be enlightened by Thy word, and then 
may guide and persuade our will ; that 
we suffer no violent transportations of 
passions, nor be overcome by a tempU- 
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tion, uor consent to the impure solicita- 
tions of Lust } that "sin may not rpien 
in our mortal bodies/' but that both 
bodies and souls may be conformable 
to the sufferings of the holy Jeans ; that 
in our body we may bear the marks and 
dying of our Lord, and in our spit its we 
ru;iy be humble and mortified, and tike 
Him in all His i mi table perfections ; that 
we may die to sin and live to righteous* 
ness, and after our suffering together 
with Him in this world, we may reign 
with Him hereafter j to whom, in the 
unity of the most mysterious Trinity, he 
all glory, and dominion, and praise, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

BP. J. T4TI.OR. 



O holy Jesus, who didst fulfil all right- 
eousness, and didst live a life of even- 
ness, and obedience, and community, 
submitting Thyself to all rites and sanc- 
tions of divine ordinance ; give me grace 
to live, in the fellowship of Thy holy 
Church, a life of piety, and without sin- 
i E^ularityj receiving the sweet influence of 





Thy sacraments and rites, and living in 
the purities and inaocencies of my first 
aanetifi cation. I adore Thy goodness in- 
finite, that Thou hast been pleased to 
wash my soul in the laver of regenera- 
tion, that Tbou hast consigned me to the 
parti ci nation of Thy favours by the Holy 
Eucharist. Let me not return to the 
infirmities of the old man, whom Thou 
hast crucified on Thy cross, and who 
was buried with Thee in baptism ; nor 
renew the crimes of my sinful years, 
which were so many recessions from 
baptismal purities : but let me ever re- 
ceive the emissions of Thy divine Spirit, 
and be a Son of God, a partner nf Thii c 
immortal inheritance ; and when Thou 
seest it needful, I may receive testimony 
from heaven, that I am Thy servant and 
child. And grant that 1 may so walk, 
that 1 neither disrepute the honour of 
the Christian institution, nor stain the 
whiteness of that innocence which Thou 
didst invest my soul withal when I put 
on the baptismal robe, nor break my 
holy vow, nor lose my right of inherit- 
ance, which Thou hast given me by pro- 
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misc and grace ; but that Thou ma vest 
love me with the love of a ftithtr, and a 
brother, and a husband, and a lord, and 
that 1 may serve Thee in the communion 
of saints, in the reception of sacraments, 
in the action of a holy life, and in a never- 
failing love, or uninterrupted devotion ; 
to the glory of Thy name, and the pro- 
motion of all those ends of religion 
which Thou hast designed in the excel- 
lent economy of Christianity. Grant 
this, holy Jesus, for Thy mercy's sake, 
and for the honour of Thy name, which 
is and shall be adored for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

BP. J. IAT1UE. 



Thou, O Lord, art the Father of mer- 
cies, and the Author of all the blessings 
I am now, or have at any time been, par- 
taker of ; O let me never have cause to 
repent that Thou hast bestowed them 
upon me ! Vouchsafe me such a right 
notion and esteem of all earthly privileges 
and enjoyments, that I may never be 
brought under the power of any of them j 
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but may constantly use that portion of 
them Thou confer rest upon me with tem- 
perance, sobriety, and chastity, for the 
time they axe committed to me ; and with 
it ready disposition of mind to part with 
them whensoever Thou shall see fit to 
atrip me, either of the whole, or any pari 
of them ; and with such heavenly - minded - 
nesa, and an eye so immovably fixed on 
the inconceivable rewards of the other 
world, that I may never dare to set these 
in competition with them. Incline my 
heart to a constant solicitude for another * 
life t and a care to lay up to myaelf a trea- 
sure in heaven, by a good improvement | 
of whatever I enjoy here below. Grant | 
that I may never be high -minded, nor 
trust in uncertain riches, but in Thee the I 
living God, who grvest us all things richly , 
to enjoy ; that I may be rich in good 
works, ready to distribute, willing to 
communicate, and so may lay up to my- 
self a good foundation against the time 
to come, that I may lay hold on eternal 
life. Make me truly sensible how im- 
possible it is to serve both God and mam- 
mon : and that if I immoderately Uwe 
" i.ii 








the world, and the things of this world, 
it is a. certain sign that the lave of God 
is not with me* Be Thou my God and 
my Guide in all my concerns; and grant 
me so to pass through things temporal, 
that 1 finally lose not the things eternal. 
This I beg lor Thy mercy's sake, in Thy 
Son our Lord Jesus Christ, who livetn 
and reigneth with Thee and the Holy 
Ghost, ever one God, world without end. 
Amen. 
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Almighty God, who hast sent me into 
this world as a state of probation and 
trial, that I might be a candidate for 
eternity ; teach me frequently to retire 
from the occasions and temptations to 
sin, to mortify my affections to the love 
of this world, that dangerous enemy to 
my salvation ; as I have solemnly re- 
nounced It in my bnptism, sa let my 
practice shew that I am true to what 1 
then vowed : make me carefully to avoid 
that conversation where the reputation of 
mv neighbour is sacrificed to the enter- 
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tainment of the company i where revenue 
is espoused as a principle of honour, and 
honesty esteemed weakness ; where pride, 
and vanity, and sinful pleasures, chiefly 
reign j where piety and devotion insensi- 
bly lose their Btren^h and vigour ; where 
religion is counted a cheat, and foob make 
a mock at sin : defend me, God, from 
this infectious air, so apt to poison and 
corrupt the best principles ; where it is 
so difficult to preserve my innocence, or 
to recover Thy favour by repentance. 
Grant this, O Lord p for Jesus Christ Ilia 
sake. Amen, 



HilHMit HELIUM. 



They did promise in my name that 
I should believe all the articles of t lit 
Christian faith. 

I believe, Lord, in Thee, Father, 
Word, Spirit , one God ; that by Thy 
fatherly love and power all things were 
created ; that by Thy goodness and love 
to man all things have been begrun anew 
in Thy Word i who for us men, and fot 
our salvation, was made flesh, was con- 
ceived and born, suffered and was cnici- 
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return and win a h ^ . 
forth and working of Thy nu v .. m 
hath been called out of the whole world a 
peculiar people into a polity, in belief of 
the truth, and sanctity of living ; that in 
it we are partakers of the communion of 
saints, and forgiveness of sins in this 
world ; that in it we are waiting for re- 
surrection of the flesh, and life everlasting 
in the world to come. This most holy 
faith, which was once delivered to the 
; saints, I believe, O Lord ; help Thou mine 
unbelief, and vouchsafe to me to love the 
Father for His fatherly love, to reverence 
the Almighty for His power ; as a faithful 
Creator, to commit my soul to Him in 
well-doing; vouchsafe to me to partake 
*~vm Jesus of salvation, from Christ of 
- «*fi Only -begotten of 
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in good works, tor His descent to medi- 
tate upon hell, for His resurrection upon 
newness of life, for His ascension to mind 
things above,, for His sitting on high to 
mind the good on His right, for His re- 
turn to fear His second appearance, for 
judgment to judge myself ere 1 be judged. 
From the Spirit vouchsafe me the breath 
of salutary grace. In the holy Catholic 
Church to have my own calling, and ho- 
liness, and portion, and a fellowship of 
her sacred rites and prayers, fastings and 
groans, vigils, tears, and sufferings, for 
assurance of remission of sins, for hope 
of resurrection, and translation to eternal 
life. Amen. 



HP. ANDREWS, 

They did promise, in my name, that | £ 
T should keep God's holy will and com- 
maadmentBp and walk in the same nil 
the days of my life. 

I. 

Remove from me, O Lord— 

1 . All iniquity and profaneness, su- 

perstition and hypocrisy, 

2, Idols and idolatry. 




Rash oath and curse. 

Neglect or indecency of worship. 

Haughtiness and recklessness. 

Wrath and strife. 

Passion and corrupt inn. 

Indolence and fraud. 

Lying and injuriousnese* 
* Every evil notion, every impure 
thought, every base desire, every 
unseemly thought, 
to me, O Lord — 
. To be religious and pious. 
. To worship and serve, 
, To hi ess and swear truly. 
. To confess meetly in the congre- 
gation, 
. Affection and obedience. 
- Patience and good temper. 
. Purity and soberness, 
. Contentedness and goodness* 
. Truth and incorruptness. 
. Good thoughts, perseverance to 
the end. 

2. 
Loly Jesu t who earnest down from 
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heaven, and wast pleased to pay that dear 
ransom on the cross for us, that Thou 
mighte&t redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto Thyself a peculiar people zeal - 
on s of good work a ; I beseech Thee to 
write Thy law in my heart, that most ex- 
cellent divine Jaw of Thine, that I may 
see it and do it ; that 1 may know Thee 
and the power of Thy resurrection, and 
express it in turning from all my iniqui- 
ties ■ that I may no longer flatter myself 
with a formal, external serving of Thee, 
with being a hearer of Thy word, a par- 
taker of Thy sacraments, and a professor 
of Thy truth, or a knower of Thy will, 
but may labour to join to these a uniform, 
faithful obedience to Thy holy Gospel, a 
ready, cheerful subjection to Thy king- 
dom ; that Thou rnayosl rule and reign 
in my heart by faith, and that I, being; 
dead unto ain and living unto righteous- 
ness, may grow in grace and in the prac- 
tical knowledge of Thee, our Lord and 
Saviour; and persevering unto the last, 
may attain the reward of my faith and 
the fruit of my labours, the perfection of 
my charity and the crown of my hope, — 
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an everlasting blessed life of love and 
holiness with Thee, O Father of mercies, 
O God of all consolations, O holy and 
sanctifying Spirit, blessed Trinity co- 
eternal ; to which One infinite Majesty 
be most humbly ascribed the honour, 
giory, power, praise, might, majesty, and 
dominion, which through all ages of the 
world have been given to Him who sttteth 
on the throne, to the Holy Spirit, and to 
the Lamb, for evermore. Amen 



HAMMOND. 



Think not (says the apostle St. Paul), 
that because ye have believed, this suf- 
ficeth to your salvation. As it pro- 
fited them not to have enjoyed gifts 
so great, so neither will it you to have 
obtained baptism, and been admitted to 
the spiritual mysteries, unless ye shall 
exhibit a life worthy of such grace. 
Wherefoie he introduces mention of the 
types of baptism and the mysteries. He 
who gave them these things, He also 
prepared this table ; and the same led 
them through the sea, and you through 
baptism ; and gave them manna and wa- j 



ter d thee the body and blood. Such, were 
His gifts ; but did He spare them allow- 
ing themselves unworthy ? Yea, though 
He so honoured them, it profited them 
nothing, but the moat perished. And | 
yet they were numberless; but their num- 
ber availed nothing ; and all these were 
proofs of love ; hut neither did this profit 
them, since they shewed not the proofs 
of love. For since the many disbelieve 
what we are told of hell, as not being 
present nor visible, he shews from actual 
facts that God punishes sinners, though 
He have heaped on them countless bene- 
fits. If ye will not believe the things to 
come, he wnuld say, yet surely ye will j 
not disbelieve the past* Consider, then, 
what He bestowed upon them. He freed 
them from Egypt and its bondage ; sub- 
dued the sea; from heaven, sent down 
manna; from beneath, sent up stxanpe 
and marvellous fountains of water, lie 
was with them ever)* where, doing won- i 
ders, and walling them in on all sides; 
and yet since they yielded nothing worthy 
of His gift, He spared them not, but de- 
stroyed them all. And all this is for 
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thee; — for as the gifts were types, so 
also are the punishments typts ; and as 
baptism and the table were foreshadowed, 
so also, by what subsequently happened, 
was it for our sakes proclaimed, that they 
who are unworthy of this gift spall be 
punished ; that we may, by those exam* 
pies, be brought to a better mind. For, 
as in the benefits, the types preceded, 
the truth followed, so also shall it follow 
in the vengeance. See how he shews 
that not only shall they be punished, but 
even more than those former ; for if the 
one be a type, the other the reality, tt 
must needs be that the vengeance shall 
greatly exceed, as well as the gifts. 
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IT ie necessary to tell you what 
!€*] Da P ttHm ls > ant ^ wherefore it 
has been introduced iuto our 
life, and what benefits it con- 
veys to us ; but let us first discourse 
on the titles of this mystic cleansing ; 
for it has not oue name only, but many 
and various ones. This cleansing is 
called the washing of regeneration ; "He 
hath aaved ua by the washing of regene- 
ration and renewing of the Holy Ghost." 
It ia also called illumination, as St. I J au| 





once again bath done : " Call to re- 
membrance the former times, in which , 
after ye were illuminated, ye endured a 
great light of afflictions/ 1 And, once 
more : " It is impossible for those who 
were ooce enlightened* and have tasted of 
the heavenly gift, if they shall fall away, 
to renew them again unto repentance/* 
And it is called baptism : " For as many 
of you as have been baptised into Christ 
have put on Christ/' It is called a burial : 
for " ye are buried/* he says, w with Him 
in baptism unto death/' It is called cir- 
cumcision : " In whom ye are circumcised 
with the circumcision madewithouthands, 
in the putting off the body of the sins of 
the flesh/' It is called across : for " nur 
old man is crucified, with Him, that the 

I body of sin might be destroyed/ 1 It is 
possible, too* to call it by ninny other 

I names ; but that we may not take up the 
whole time with the titles of the grace, 
Jet us £0 back to the first of them, and 
finish the discourse by expounding the 
signification of that. 

But first let us draw our instructions 
from things some way back. There h 



the common washing of ali men in the 
baths, which takes away the filth of the 
body ; and there is the washing of the 
Jews, of mote dignity than the last named, 
but far inferior to that of grace ; and this, 
indeed, washes off bodily filth, and not bo- 
dily only, bat that which is ft It as de£ le- 
nient by the feeble con science , For there 
are many things which are not unclean in 
reality, hut become so from the feebleness 
of the conscience. And just as in the case 
of children, masks and the Like, while not 
terrible in their own nature, seem terrible 
by reason of the weakness of the child- 
ren's nature, so with those things to j 
which I refer. Contact, for example, | 
with dead bodies is not unclean in reality ; 
but when it occurs to one of a feeble con- , 
science, it makes him unclean. For that , 
the thing is not unclean in reality, Moses, 
the very legislator on such pointSj hath 
made manifest, carrying with him the 
dead body of Joseph, and remaining 
clean. Wherefore Paul, discoursing on 
this Enrt of uncleanness that is not such in 
reality, but is made so by the infirmity 
of the conscience, thus speaks : '* There 
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is nothing unclean of itself \ but to bim 
that tjsteemeth any thing to be unclean, 
to aim it is unclean/' Do you see that I 
the un cleanness is not in the nature of 
the thing, but in the infirmity of the 
mind? And again : " All things, indeed, 
are pure, but it h evil for that man who 
eateth with offence*" There lies the cause 
of the uncleauness. 

Such defilement did the Jewish wash- 
ing cleanse ; but that of grace not such, 
but the real uncleanness which greatly 
defiles both soul and body : for it niakee 
unclean not the touchers of dead bodies, 
but of dead worka. For though a man 
have been a fornicator or idolater, though 
he hath done deeds be they ever so dread- 
ful, though he should have combined all 
human wickedness,- — descending into the 
pool {KQ\vfi$Tj8pn) of waters, he comes 
up from the divine streams purer than 
the sunbeams, And that you may not 
think this empty rhetoric, bear St. Paul 
speaking of the power of the laver : ** Re 
not deceived ; neither idolaters, nor for- 
nicators, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, 
nor abusers uf themselves with mankind, 
UK 





nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revile re, 
nor extortioners, shall inherit the king- 
dom of God." 

And what is this to the purpose? 
saith some one : shew what is asked ; 
which is, if the power of the I aver cleanses 
all these thiogu. Hear, then, the sequel, 
"And such were some of you ; but ye 
are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye 
are justified, in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our 
God/' We, indeed, undertook to shew 
you that those who come to the wash- 
ing are cleansed from all un clean neaa ; 
but the word hath shewn more; it hath 
shewn them not only made clean, but 
holy and righteous j for it did not say 
only " ye are washed,* 1 but also " ye 
are sanctified/' and " ye arc justified." 
What can be more marvel bus than this, 
that righteousness should be engendered 
without labour, and sweat , and good 
works ? for such is the graciouaness of 
the diviue gift, it justifies U5 without 
works. For if the emperor's epistle 
in a few words discharges men from 
unnumbered accusations, and promotes 
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others to the highest honours, much 
more ah ft! I the Holy Spirit of God, who 
is almighty, free us from all bid, and 
impart unto us abundant righteousness, 
and I ill us with much boldness. And as 
a spark fulling into the gulf of ocean 
would be straightway extinguished, or 
would disappear, being submerged in the 
multitude of waters i so, also, faster and 
more easily than that spark, all human 
iniquity, when it falls into the pool of 
divine streams, is submerged and disap- 
pears. 



rROW THE SAME. 

[on noun* VI,] 

It is not here, as in the other epis- 
tleB, which St. Paul divides into two, 
appropriating the first part to doctrine, 
the latter to moral instruction ; but he 
here throughout mingles the two. He 
saith here, then, that there are two put- 
tings to death, and two deaths ; that 
the one was wrought by Christ, in bap- 
tism i but that the other must take placr 
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through our subsequent diligence. For 
that our former sins were buried, was 
of His gift ; but that we, after baptism, 
should remain dead to sin, must be the 
work of our diligence, although here also 
our very chief and great support romrs 
from God . For ha p tism not on ly avail eth 
to efface our former offences, but secure 
us also against future. Seest thou how 
he animated hia hearer, taking him at 
once to his Lord, and striving to shew 
him how like he has been made to Him? 
He saith not also, if we have been made 
partakers of the likeness of His death, 
but, if we have been planted ; hinting, by 
the namG planting, at the fruit derived to 
us therefrom. For, as His body, buried 
in the earth, bore for fruit the salvation 
of the world ; ao ours, also, buried in 
baptism, bore fruit — righteousness, sane- 
titi cat ion, adoption, unnumbered bless- 
ings ; and, last of all, shall bear that of 
the resurrection. Since* then, we were 
buried in water, He in the earth, and we 
in respect to sin, He in regard to the 
body \ therefore he taith not planted with 
Him in death, but in the likeness of death 



plication any thing we have to learn, if 
all the benefit we reap by sacraments be 
instruction, they which at till times have 
opportunity of using the better mean to 
that purpose will surely hold the worse 
in less estimation. And unto infants, 
which are not capable of instruction, who 
would not think it a mere superfluity that 
any sacrament is administered, if to ad- 
minister the sacraments be but to teach re* 
ceivers what God doth for them ? There 
is of sacraments therefore undoubtedly 
some other more excellent and heavenly 
use. 

Let respect be had to the duty which 
every communicant doth undertake, and 
we may well determine concerning the 
use of sacramenta, that they serve as 
bonds of obedience to God, strict obli- 
gations to the mutual exercise of Chris- 
tian charity, provocations to godliness, 
preservations from sin, memorials of the 
principal bunefits of Christ ; respect the 
time of their institution, and it thereby 
appearcth that God hath annexed them 
for ever unto the new testament, as 
other rites were before with the old ; 
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regard the weakness which is in us, and 
they are warranto for the more security 
of our belief; compare the receivers of 
them with such as receive them not, and 
sacraments are marks of distinction to 
separate God's own from strangers : so 
that in all these respects they are found 
to be most necessary. 

But their chiefest force and virtue con- 
sisted not herein, so much as in that 
they are heavenly ceremonies which God 
hath sanctified and ordained to be admi- 
nistered in His Church ; first, as marks 
whereby to know when God doth impart 
the vital or saving grace of Christ unto 
all that are capable thereof; and, se- 
condly, as means conditional, which God 
requireth in them unto whom he impart- 
eth grace. For since God Himself is in- 
visible, and cannot by us be discerned 
working, therefore when it seemeth good 
in the eyes of His heavenly wisdom that 
men for some special intent and purpose 
should take notice of His glorious pre- 
sence, He giveth them some plain and 
sensible token whereby to know what 
they cannot see. For Moses to see God 
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and live was impossible - t yet Moses by 
fire knew where the glory of God extra- 
ordinarily was present (Exod* ui, 3). 
The angel by whom God endued the 
waters of the pool, called Bethesda, with 
supernatural virtue to heal, was not Been 
of any ; yet the time of the augers pre- 
sence was known by the troubled motion* 
of the waters themselves (John v. 4). 
The apostles by fiery tongues, which they 
saw, were admonished when the Spirit, 
which they could not behold, was upon 
them (Acts ii. 3). In Like manner it is 
with us. Christ and His Holy Spirit, 
with all their blessed effects, though en- 
tering into the sou) of man, we are not 
able to apprehend or express how, do 
notwithstanding give notice of the times 
when they use to make their access, be- 
cause it pleaseth Almighty God to com- 
municate by sensible means those bless- 
ings which are incomprehensible. 

Seeing, therefore! that grace is a con- 
sequent of sacraments, a thing which ac- 
companieth them as their end, a benefit 
which he that hath receiveth from God 
Himself, the Author of sacraments, and 






not front aay oBBgriminii or 
tural quality ktinm,. it may be hereby 
both understood that sacraments are ne- 
; and. that the manner of their 
tojife supernatural is not in all 
as food unto natural life, because 
in. themselves no vital force 
they are not physical but 
moral instruments of salvation ; duties 
of service and worship ; which unless we 
perform as the Author of grace requireth, 
they are unprofitable. For all receive not 
the grace of God which receive the sacra- 
ments of His grace. Neither is it ordi- 
narily His will to bestow the grace of 
sacraments on any but by the sacraments ; 
which grace also they that receive by sa- 
craments or with sacraments, receive it 
from Him, and not from them. For of 
sacraments the very same is true which 
Solomon's wisdom observeth in the bra- 
zen serpent, " He that turned towards it 
was not healed by the thing he saw, but 
by Thee, O Saviour of all" (Wisd. xvi. 7). 
Tins is therefore the necessity of sacra- 
ments. That saving grace which Christ 
originally is or hath for the general good 



: of His whole Church, by sacraments He 
severally deriveth into every member 

! thereof. 

Sacraments serve as the instruments 

I of God to that end and purpose ; moral 
instruments, the uee whereof is in our 
own hands, the effect in His i for the use 
we have His express commandment ; for 
the effect, His conditional promise. So 
that without our obedience to the one, 
there is of the other no apparent as- 
surance; as contrariwise, where the 
signs and sacraments of His grace are 
either, through contempt, unreceived, or 
received with contempt, we are not to 
doubt but that they really give what they 
promise, and are what they signify. For 
we take not baptism nor the euchariat for 
bare resemblances or memorials of things 
absent, neither for naked signs and tes- 
timonies assuring us of grace received 
before; but, as they are indeed and in 
verity, for means effectual, whereby God, 
when we take the sacraments, delivereth 
into our hands that grace available unto 
eternal life, which grace the sacraments 
represent or signify- 




The grace which is given -with baptism 
doth bo far forth depend on the very out- 
ward sacrament, that God will have it 
embraced, not only as a sign or token 
what we receive, but also as an instru- 
ment or mean whereby we receive grace . 
because baptism is a sacrament w T hich 
God hath instituted in His Church, to 
the end that they which receive the 
same might thereby be incorporated into 
Christ, and so, through His most pre- 
cious merit, obtain as well that saving 
grace of imputation which taketh away 
all former guiltiness, as also that infused 
divine virtue of the Holy Ghost which 
giveth to the powers of the soul their 
first disposition 1 towards Dimun of life. 



i "The ancient moialUts make a jurt vni rca 
sonabl* distinction btlwuen factiltin or diiporilifin*. 
and bnbitt. Faculties tr disposition a are potential 
principles of art] on, which must be elicited fcy edu- 
cation or opportunities, and fonncil into habit* by 
u bc and esemse. HabEt* are the same principle in 
a state of activity, and of readiness ond iiptness for 
IMC," — By, BeiHELJ- an Baptis-mai RegeTtrrtititif), 
np, 1 jib, 1 U, edit 3. HooUct uses the word habit in 
this ienae afterwards— v. lxh\ 2 : " Tniuhirp; which 
riiflteulty, whether it may truly be said for Infant a At 
the. time of their baptbnx that thoy do believe, the 
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relying wholly upu~ 
that eternal election, whicn, u,. 
standing, includeth a subordination of 
means, without which we are not actually 
brought to enjoy what God secretly did 
intend ; and therefore to build upon God's 
election, if we keep not ourselves to the 
way which He hath appointed for men to 
walk in, is but a self-deceiving vanity. 
When the apostle saw men called to tie 
participation of Jesus Christ, after the 
Gospel of God embraced and the sacra- 
ment of life received, he feareth not then 
to put them in the number of elect sainfc 
(Eph. i. 1) ; he then accounteth ther 
delivered from death, and clean purge 
from all sin. Till then, notwithstandir 
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their preordi nation to life, which none 
could know of, saving God, what were 
they in the apostle 's own account buL 
children of wrath, as well as others; 
plain aliens altogether without hope ; 
strangers, utterly without God in this 
present world? (Eph. ii, 130 So that, 
by sacraments and other sensible tokens 
of grace, we may boldly gather, that He 
whose mercy vouchsafeth now to bestow 
the means, ha? also long since intended 
us that whereon to they lead. But let us 
never think it safe to presume of our own 
last end, by bare conjectural collections 
of His first intent and purpose, the means 
failing that should come between. Pre- 
destination bringeth not to life without 
the grace of externa] vocation, wherein 
our baptism is implied (Rom, viii, 30). 
For as we are not naturally men without 
hirth, so neither are we Christian men 
in the eye of the Church of God but by 
new birth ; nor according to tht? manifest 
ordinary course of divine dispensation 
new born, but by that baptism which 
both declareth and makcth ua Christians. 
In which respect, we justly hold it to be 
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life — a seai, j^.. 
election before received ; out ^ 
tification here, a step that hath not any 
before it. 

There were of the old Valentinian he- 
retics some which had knowledge in such 
admiration, that to it they ascribed all, 
and so despised the sacraments of Christ, 
pretending, that as ignorance had made 
us subject to all misery, so the full re- 
demption of the inward man, and the 
work of our restoration, must needs be- 
long unto knowledge only. They draw 
very near unto this error, who, fixing 
wholly their minds on the known neces- 
sity of faith, imagine that nothing but 
faith is necessary for the attainment of 
11 orrace. Yet it is a branch of belief 
*»»•<» in their nla.ce nn less 



which were stung of serpents —health by 
beholding the brazen serpent t If Christ 
Himself, which giveth salvation, do re- 
quire baptism, it is not for us, who look 
for salvation, to sound and examine Him 
whether unbaptised men may be saved* 
but seriously to do that which is required* 
and religiously to fear the danger which 
may grow by the want thereof. Had 
Christ only declared His will to have all 
men baptised, and not acquainted us with 
any cause whv baptism is necessary* our 
ignorance in the reason of what He en- 
joineth might, perhaps* have hindered 
somewhat the forwardness of our obe- 
dience thereunto ; whereas now* being 
taught that baptism is necessary to take 
away sin, how have we the Tear of God 
in our hcartSj if care of delivering men's 
souls from sin do not move us to use al! 
means for their baptism ? 



III. 

PATRICK. 



Thb Hum of all is, that hereby [by bap- 
tism] we are regenerated, and born asaiu. 




Odore we were only the children ot Adam, 
we we now taken to be the children of 
God, such of whom He will have a fa- 
therly care, and be indulgent and merci- 
ful unto. We have now a relation like- 
wise to Christ as our head, and to the 
Holy Ghost as the giver of life and grace* 
Yca p herein He grants remission of sh, 
and we are sanctified and set apart to 
His uses. We being hereby given to 
Him, and He accepting of us, do become 
His possession and proper goods, and 
cannot, without being guilty of the foul- 
est robbery, sin against God. We are made 
hereby the temples of the Holy Ghost, the 
place where He and nothing else is to 
inhabit ; and being by this consecrated to 
Him, He likewise then enters upon His 
possession, and we are said thereby to 
receive the Holy Ghost ; so that if we 
run into sin, we defile His house, and 
commit the greatest profaoeness and im- 
piety, and may be said very truly to do 
despite to the Spirit of God whereby we 




were sanctified. All thi 
out of water, and it wa 
(by one of the anciei 
first principle of all ; s< 
signify another birth, c 
in a better soil, which L 
dews and God's heave: 
it we may be said to 1 
parents, and all our reh 
a manner, to become r 
Clemens Alex, his reac 
(Matt. iii. 17) be right 
that Christ was by baj 
His office, and had a 
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they used to anoint th 
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iHOP JEREMY TAYLOR, 

e first fruit of baptism is, that 
re admitted tu the kingdom of 
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with His sacrament, give up our under- 
stand! ngs and choice to the obedience of 
Christ, and, in all senses that we can, be- 
come His disciples, witnessing & good con- 
fession, and undertaking a holy life, . . . 

2dJy\ The next step beyond this is 
adoption into the covenant, which U an 
immediate consequent of the first presen- 
tation — tliis being the first act of man, 
that the first act of God. And this is 
called by St* Paul, " a being baptised m 
one Spirit into otic body;*' i. e. we are 
made capable of the communion of saints, 
the blessings of the faithful, the privileges 
of the Church : by this we are, aa St. Luke 
calls it, TtTayftfvot ttt £o)ip ala)vtov t or- 
dained, or disposed, " put into the order 
of eternal life/* being made members of 
the mystical body under Christ our Head. 

3dly. And therefore baptism is a new 
birth, by which we enter into the new 
world, the new creation, the blessings 
and spiritualities of the kingdom ; and 
this is the expression which our Saviour 
Himself used to Nicodemus ; ** Unless a 
man be bnrn of water and the Spirit;" 
and it is bv St, Paul called * the laver of 





regeneration ;*' for now we begin to be 
reckoned in a. new census or account ; 
God is become our Father, Christ our 
elder Brother, the Spirit " the earnest of 
our inheritance/' the Church our mother; 
our food is the body and blood of our 
Lord* faith is our learning, religion our 
employment ; and our whole life is spi~ 
ritua), and heaven the object of our hopes t 
and the mighty price of our high calling. 
And from this time forward we have a 
new principle put into us j the Spirit of 
grace, which, besides our soul and body, 
ia a principle of action, of one nature, 
and shall with them enter into the por- 
tion of our inheritance, , . , 

4thh\ In baptism all our sins are 
pardoned, according to the words of a 
prophet — " I will sprinkle clean water 
H| upon you, and ye shall be clean from all 
c l your filthiness" (Ezek, xxxvi, 25). ; ( I 
: believe in one baptism for the remission 
1 of sins'* (Niccne Creed). " The cate- 
chumen descends into the font a sinner, 
he arises purified j he goes down the son 
of d path, he comes np the son of the re- 
' surrectionj he enters in the son of folly 




and prevarication, he returns the sod of 
reconciliation ; he stoops don n the child 
of wrath, and ascend a the heir of mercy ; 
he was the child of the devil, and now he 
ia the servant and the Son of God/' They 
are the words of Ven. Bede concerning 
this mystery. . . * And ho it is intended 
and promised : *' Arise, and be baptised, 
and wash away thy ain^ and call on the 
name of the Lord," said Ananias to Saul ; 
for " Christ loved the Church, and gave 
H imself for it, that He might sanctify and 
cleanse it with the washing of water fa Me 
word;" i. p. baptism in the Christian re- 
ligion. And ther efo re Tertullian cal) s bap - 
tiara ktvacrum compendiaium, a compen- 
dious laver, L e. an entire cleansing the 
soul in that one action, justly and rightly 
performed. , . . Baptism is an entire 
full forgiveness of sin a, so that they shall 
never be called again to scrutiny : the 
captivity of the soul ib taken away by the 
blood of redemption, and the fiery darts 
of the dcvi] are quenched by these salu- 
tary waters ; and what the flames of hell 
are expiating or punishing to eterual ages, 
that is washed off quickly in the holy 
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font, and tin eternal debt paid in an in- 
stant. For bo sure as the Egyptians were 
drowned in the Red Sea, so pore are our 
sins washed in this holy flood. . . . 

Sthly. Baptism does not only pardon 
our sins, but puts us into a state of par- 
don for the time to come. For baptism 
is the beginning of the new life, and an 
admission of us into the evangelical cove- 
nant;, which on our parts consists In a 
sincere and timely endeavour to glorify 
God hy faith and obedience ; and on 
God's part He will pardon what is past, 
assist us for the future, and not measure 
us by grains and scruples, or exact our 
duties by the measure of an angel, but by 
the span of a man's hand, So that hy 
baptism we are consigned to the mercies 
of God, and the graces of the Gospel ; 
that is, that nor pardon be continued r 
and our piety be a state of repentance. 
And therefore that baptism, which, in 
the Nicene creed, wc profess to be for 
** the remission of sins/' is called in the 
Jerusalem creed " the baptism of repeot- 
ance ;" that is, it is the entrance of a new 
life, the gate to a perpetual change and 





reformation, nil the way continuing our 
title to and Dopes of forgiveness of sins. 
And this excellence is clearly recorded 

I by St. Paul : "The kindness and love 

i of God ottr Saviour towards man hath 
appeared j not by works of righteotia- 

I ness which we have done*' — that is, the 
formality of the Gospel - covenant, not 
to be exacted by the strict measures of 
the law — " but according to His mercy 
He saved us," that is, by gentleness and 
remissions, by pitying and pardoning us, 
by relieving and supporting us, because 
** He remembers that we are but dusL" 
And to all this mercy we are admitted, 
and it is conveyed to us "by the laver of 
regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy 
Ghost" (Tit, iii. 4, o). . . . Arid for this 
reason it is tlmt baptism is not to be 
repeated, because it does at once all that 
it can do at an hundred times ; for it 
admits us to the condition of repentance 
and evangelical mercy ; to a state of par- 
don for our infirmities and sins, which 

I we timely and effectually leave ; and this 
is a tiling that can be done but once, as 
a man can begin but once. He that hath 




once entered in at this gate of lite, is al- 
ways in possibility of pardon , if he is in 
a possibility of working and doing, after 
the manner of a roan, that which he hath 
promised to the Son of God. - . , 

Cthly. The next benefit of baptism U* 
a sanctification of the baptised person 
l>y the Spirit of grace. The Holy Ghost 
descends upon the waters of baptism, and 
makes them prolific, apt to produce child- 
ren unto God. And this is the baptism 
of our dearest Lord r Hi* ministers bap- 
tise with water : our Lord at the same 
time verifies their ministry by giving 
the. Holy Spirit. They line joined toge- 
ther by St. Paul i " We are by one Spirit 
baptised into one body" (1 Cor. xii. 13), 
L e. admitted into the Church by baptism 
of water and the Spirit. This is that 
which our blessed Lord calls " a being 
born of water and of the Spirit,* 1 By 
water we are sacramentally dead and 
buried, by the Spirit we are made alive. 



Afte* we are once reconciled in bap- 
tism, and put entirely into God's favour ; 





when we have once been redeemed ; if we ffeftj 
then fall away into sin, we must expect u 
God's dealing with us in another manner, 
and to other purposes. Never must we 
expect to be so justified again, and upon 
such terms as formerly ; the best days of 
our repentance are interrupted : not that 
God will never forgive them that sin after 
baptism, and recover by repentance ; but 
that restitution by repentance after bap- 
tism, is another thing than the first re- 
demption* No such entire, clear, and 
integral t determinate and prcsential ef- | 
fects of repentance \ but an imperfect, 
little*, growing, uncertain, and hazardous 
reconciliation; a repentance that is al- 
ways in production, a renovation by 
parts, a pardon that is revocable, a " sal- 
vation to be wrought with fear and trem- 
bling t" ail our remanent life must be in 
bitterness, our hopes alloyed with fears i 
as our best actions are imperfect, so our 
greatest graces are butpossibilities and apt- 
nesses to a reconcilement ; and all our life 
we are working ourselves into that condi- 
tion we had in baptism, and lost by our 
relapse. As the habit lessens* so does the 
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, guilt; as our virtues are imperfect, ao is 

1 the pardon ; and because our piety may 

be interrupted, our state is uncertain, till 

our possibilities of aid are ceased , till our 

; " fight ia finished/' and the victory thereof 

. made sure, beeause there is no more fight. 

| And it b remarkable, that St. Peter givea 

counsel to live holily, in pursuance of our 

redemption, of our calling, and of our 

"escaping from that corruption that is 

in the world through lust/' lest we lose 

the benefit of our purgation, to which, 

. by way of antithesis, he opposes this : 

1 " Where fore the rather give diligence to 

■ make your calling and election sure ;" 

| and, "If ye do these things, ye shall 

never fall" (2 Pet. i. 4, 10). Meaning, 

i by the perpetuating our state of baptism 

j and first repentance, we shall never fall p 

but be in a sure estate ; our calling and 

' election ahall be sure (see Col. i. 21-23). 

But not, if wl 1 fall ; ** if we forget we 

were purged from our old sins" (2 Pet. 

; i. 0) ; if we forfeit our " culling/ 1 we 

have aUo inside <nur "election" unsure, 

movahle, and imputable. 

So that now the hojiea of lapsed *in- 



ners rely upon another bottom. And as 
in Moses' law 1 there was no revelation 
of repentance, but yet the Jews had 
hopes in God, aod were taught the suc- 
cours of repentance by the homilies of 
the prophets , and other accessory notices; 
so, in the GosjieJ, thu covenant was con- 
signed in baptism, and was verifiable only 
in the integrity of a following holy life 
according to the measures of a man \ not 
perfect, but sincere; not faultless, but 
heartily endeavoured j hut yet the mer- 
cies of God, in pardoning sinners lapsed 
after baptism, was declared to us by col- 
lateral and indirect occasions ; by the ser- 
mons of the apostles, and the commen- 
taries of apo&tobcal persons, who under- 
stood the meaning of the Spirit, and the 
purposes of the Divine mercy, and those 
other significations of H is wdl, which the 
blessed Jesus left upon record in other 
parts of His testament, as in codicils 
annexed, besides the precise testament 
itself. And it is certain, if, in the cove- 
nant of grace, there be the same invohi- 



i See DavUcn on Proplwcy, p, GJ. 
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tion of an after- repentance, as there la of 
present pardon upon oast repentance and 
future sanctity, it is impossible to justify t 
that a holy hfe and a persevering sanctity, 
is enjoined by the covenant of the Gob- 
pel ; if, I aay, in its first intention, it be 
declared that we may as well, and upon 
the same terms, hope for pardnn upon a 
recovery hereafter, as upon the persever- 
ance in the present condition. 



BISHOP ANDREWES, 

A BfitoVKD son, his father's delight and 
joy ; there is no decree higher. And 
such arc we by baptism made to God in 
Christ, through "the renewing of the 

I Holy Ghost" (Tit. iii. 6) A great 

j change ; even from the state of ser- 
vants, as by creation and generation we 
' were, and so still under the law (Gal. iv, 
a), icto the state of " suns," ns now we 
j ure, being " new creatures " in Christ, 
' regenerated and translated into the king- 
| dnra of " grace wherein we stand*' (2 
! Cor. v, 17; Rom. v. 2}. 







And not only a great change, but a 
grctit rise also. At the first we were but 
washed from our sins, there was all ; but 
here, from a baptised sinner to an adopted 
son is a great ascent. He came not down 
so low, bat we go up as high for it. For 
" if sons t then heirs/ 1 says the apostle 
{Rom. viu\ 17) — so goes the tenour in 
heaven; *' heirs" and "joint-heirs" of 
heaven, " with Christ/* that is, for the 
possession and fruit of it, full every way 
as Himself; and this He brings us to be- 
fore He leaves us. . , - What we are in 
Him, we shall best conceive byseeing what 
we are without Him. We had rotted 
away in our sins without baptism, the 
evil spirit had seized on us instead of 
the Holy Ghost (Joel L IJT'j I Sam, xvi. 
14); no sons, but " cast out" with the 
evil servant " into utter darkness*' (Matt. 
*xv. 30), 

But in Him, God is so highly pleased, 
as at the very contemplation of Him, — 
turning to Him and beholding HiiUj — 
He lays down all His displeasure, and is 
pleased to accept usj and our poor and 
weak obedience; and further, to be so 
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pleaded with it a* e\en to reward it also 
(P*. btixiY. 9). 

And here baptism leaves us; and 
would God there we might hold us. 
But when we fall into sin, specially 
some kind of Bin, we put it in hazard; 
for He is not, He cannot be then well 
pleased with us. How then? His fa- 
vour we may not finally lose, and to 
baptism we may not come again* To 
keep this teit \a life, it hath pleased the 
Holy Ghost, as He applied Christ's blood 
to us in baptism one way, so out of it 
to apply it to us another way, as it were 
in supplement of baptism* In one verse 
they be both set down by the apostle : 
1. baptised into one Spirit? 2. made 
to drink into one Spirit (1 Cor. xiL 13). 
And whom He receiveth so to His table 
to eat and to drink with Him, — and every 
one that is well prepared He so re- 
ceiveth, — with them He is well pleased 
again certainly. On this day of the Spi- 
rit, ' every benefit of thu Spirit is set forth 
and offered us, and we shall please Him 

i Preached on Whit -Bun day* 
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well in making benefit of alL Specially ^f 
of this, the only means to renew His 
complacency, and to restore us thither, 
where our baptism left us. 
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DR. ISAAC BARROW, 

Thb benefits which God signifies* and 
(upon due terms) engagctb to confer on 
us in baptism, are these :— 

1, The purgation or absolution of us 
from the guilt of past offences, by a free 
and full remission of them, (the which, 
washing by water, cleansing from all 
stains, doth most appositely represent,) 
and, consecpiently, God's being recon- 
ciled unto U8j His receiving us into a 
state of grace and favour, Hi a freely jus- 
tifying us, that is, looking upon us or 
treating us as ju*t and innocent persons, 
although before we stood guilty of hei- 
nous sins, and thereupon liable to grie- 
vous punishments. That these benefits 
are conferred in baptism, many places ut 
Scripture plainly shew, and the primitive 
Church with most firm and unanimous 
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jnseot did believe. ** And flow,** said 
mania* to St. Paul. M why dost Ihou 
arry? Arise, and be baptised* at id wash 
away thy sins: 1 ' and, " Repent/* sftith 
St. Peter, preaching to the Jews, "and 
let every one of you be baptised for the 
remission of sins i" and, " Christ/' aaith 
St. Paul again to the Ephesians, *' lovod 
His Church, and delivered Himself for it, 
that He might sanctify it, purging it by 
the washing of water:' 1 that is, He effec- 
tually, in baptism, consigned to the mem- 
bers of H is Church that mercy and re- 
mission of sins which He purchased and 
merited by His passion. And again; 
H Such,*' ealth he to the Corinthians, 
*' were some of you" (that is, ye wore 
persons guilty of heinous sins) \ " but ye 
have been washed, ye have been sancti- 
fied, ye have been justified in the name 
of our Lord, and by the Spirit of our 
God ;" where, having been washed in 
Christ's name doth (in congruity with 
what is said in other pl&cefi) denote bap- 
tism in His name; being sanctified and 
justified do expraB the first benefits ac- 
companying that baptism ; and, Inderal, 




wherever a. general remission uf sins, or 
u full sancrilication or consecration and 
justification of men's persons in God's I 
sight, are mentioned, that remission of 
sins, that separation or dedication unto 
God's service, that reception into grace, 
which are consigned in baptism, are, I 
con eel Ye j understood j there being no 
other season or occasion wherein, ordi- 
narily and visibly, God doth exhibit those 
benefits. 

It may be demanded, how children, by 
reason of their innocent age, are capable 
of these benefits j how they can be par- 
doned who never had offended; how they 
can be justified who never were capable 
of being unjust? I briefly answer, that 
because they come from that race which 
by sin had forfeited God's favour, and 
had alienated itself from Him ; because, 
also, they have in them those seeds of 
prmrity from which afterward, certainly, 
life continuing (without God*s restrain- 
ing grace) , will sprout forth innumerable 
evil actions ; therefore, that God, over- 
looking all the defects of then nature, 

both relative and absolute, or personal, 

__ iw_ 
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doth assume them into ills special favoar, 
is no small hunt. tit to th^ro, answerable 
to the remission of actual sin, and resti- 
tutio n from the state consequent thereon 
in others. 

2. Its baptism, the gift of God's Holy 
Spirit is conferred, qualifying us for the 
state into which we then come, and en- 
abling us to perform the duties we then 
undertake, which otherwise we should 
be unable to perform ; for purification of 
our hearts from vicious inclinations and 
desires ; for begetting holy dispositions 
and affections in our souls; for to guide 
and instruct us, to sustain and strengthen 
us, to encourage and comfort us in all 
the course of Christian piety; the which 
effects are well also figured by water, 
which purineth tamps both from inhe- 
rent and adherent filth, That this bene- 
fit is annexed to baptism the Scripture 
also tencheth us. "Be baptised." saitli 
St, I'eter, " in the name of Christ, to the 
remission of sins, and ye shall receive 
the girt of the Holy Ghost :*' we, u being 
baptised in one body, are made to drink 
of one Spirit/' siiith St. Paul. And with 
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the " laver of regeneration," St, Paul 
again joineth the " renovation of the 
Holy Ghost.* 1 And it is represented as 
an advantage of our Saviour's baptism 
above that of John* that our Lord not 
only baptised "with water to repentance," 
but with " the Holy Ghost and fin?/' 

Some preventing operations of the Holy 
Ghoat (whereby God freely draweth men 
to Christianity, persuading their minds 
to assent thereto, inspiring their hearts 
with resolutions to comply with it) do 
precede baptism : but a more full com- 
munication thereof (due by compact, as- 
sured by promise), for the confirming 
aod maintaining us in the firm belief 
and constant practice of Christianity, is 
consequent thereon. " After ye had be- 
lievedj ye were scaled by the Eloly Spirit 
of promise," saith St. Poul. To signify 
which benefit then conferred, the an- 
cient Christians did to baptism annex 
the chrism, or holy unction* signifying 
the collation of that healing and cheering 
Spirit to the baptised person ; that which 
St. Paul may seem to respect when he 
saifh, u He that establlaheth/* or enn- 
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firmeth " ua witb you to Christ, and who 
hath anointed u^ is God; who also hath 
sealed us, and hath given us the earnest 
of the Spirit in our hearts. " 

3. With those gifts is connected the 
benefit of regeneration, implying our en- 
trance into a new state and course of life; 
being endowed with new faculties, dispo- 
sitions, and capacities of sou Is; becoming 
new creature a and new men, as it were, 
"renewed after *he likeness of God in 
righteousness and true holiness ;" our 
being sanctified in our hearts and lives, 

j being mortified to fleshly lusts and worldly 
affections, being quickened to a spiritual 
life and heavenly conversation ; in short, 
becoming, in relation and in disposition 
of mind, the children of God* This the 
matter anil the action or baptism do set 
out s for as children new born (for cleans - 
ing them from impurities adherent from 
the womb), both among the Jews and 
other people, were wont to he washed, 
^o art 1 we in baptism, signify] ns* our 

. purification From natural and worldly 
defilements ; the mersion also in water, 
and the emersion thence, doth figure our 
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death to the former, and receiving to i 
new life. Whence baptism in by St 
Paul railed "the laver of regeneration/ 
and our Lord saith, that if if a man h\ 
not born again of water and the Spirit 
he cannot enter into the kingdom 01 
God ;" that is, every one becoming s 
Christian is by baptism regenerated, 01 
put into a new state of life, getioth new 
dispositions of sou) and new relations tc 
God. " Ye are all/' saith St. Paul, * the 
children of God by faith in Christ Jc^us ;" 
that is, by embraciug His doctrine, and 
submitting to His law professedly in bap- 
tism. And, " we/ 1 saith St. Pout again, 
" are buried with Christ through baptism 
unto death ; that as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
so alsn we should walk in newness of 
life," 

4. With these benefits is conjoined that 
of being inserted into God's Church, His 

fiYrtili- +h*i nnnilior nfHie ^Knoon m^nlp 






naptiaed in one Spirit into one body/ 
tin 1 mystical body of Christ: and, " So 
many of }*ou," saith he again, ■? as have 
been baptised into Christ, have put on 
Christ ; and ye are,*' adds he, ' * all one 
in Christ Jesus/' As proselytes among 
the Jews by baptism were admitted into 
the communion aud privileges of the Jew- 
ish, so thereby are we received into the 
like communion and privileges of the 
Christian, and far more excellent so- 
ciety. 

5. In consequence of these things, 
there is with baptism conferred a capa- 
city of, a title unto, an assurance (under 
condition of persevering in faith eliuI obe- 
dience to our Lord) of, eternal life and 
salvation. We are therein, in St, Peter's 
^1 words, " regenerated unto a lively hope 
of an incorruptible inheritance, hy that 
resurrection of Christ*' which is repre- 
sented to us in this action i and so therein 
applied, as to beget in us .1 title and a 
hope tn rise again in likv manner tn a 
blissful life : whence ivc are said therein 
'o rise with him; ** Being," saith St 
I'aul, " buried with Him in baptism, 







wherein ai&o we were risen again s 
whence by the two great apostles bap- 
tism is said to save us. " Baptism /' 
{saith St. Peter) , th? antitype of the deli- 
very in the flood, **doth save us ;" that 
is, admittcth ua into the ark, putteth us 
into the sure way of salvation. And, 
•' God/ 1 saith St. Paul, " according to 
His mercy saved us, by the laver of re- 
generation ; ,f and, '* He that beliaveth, 
and is baptised, shall be saved/ 1 is our 
Saviour's own word anil promise* Shall 
be saved ; that is, shall be put into a 
state ant! way of salvation ; continuing 
in which state, proceeding in which way, 
lit assuredly shall be saved; for frith 
there denotcth perseverance in faith, and 
baptism implieth pcrtbrmauce oft be con- 
ditions therein undertaken '. which next 
is to be considered. 

For as this holy rite signifieth and 
sealeth God's collation of so many great 
benefits on us, so it also implieth, and, 
on our part, ratifieth our obligation, then 
in an especial manner commencing, to 
severed most important duties toward 
Him. It implieth that we are in mind 




fully persuaded concerning the truth of 
that doctrine which God the Father re- 
vealed by Hie blessed Son, and confirmed 
by the miraculous operation of the Holy 
Ghojt ; we therein pro tea 3 our humble 
and thankful embracing of the overtures 
of mercy and grace, purchased for us by 
our Saviour's meritorious undertaking 
and performances, the which are then 
exhibited and tendered to us ; wc therein 
declare our hearty resolution to forsake 
all wicked courses of life, repugnant to 
the doctrine and law of Christ ; fully to 
conform our lli'es to His will, living there- 
after in all piety, righteousness, and so- 
briety, as loyal subjects, faithful servants, 
and dutiful children to God : in brief, we 
therein are bound, renouncing all errone- 
ous principles, all vicious inclinations, and 
all other engagements whatever, entirely 
to devote ourselves to the faith and obe- 
dience of God the Father, our glorious 
and good Maker ; of God the Son, our 
gracious Redeemer ; of God the Holy 
Ghost, our blessed Guide, Assistant, Ad- 
vocate, and Comforter : these are the 
duties antecedent unto, and concomitant 
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of, our baptism {immediately and for- | 
tiiiilJv required of those who are capable 
of performing them, mediately and vir- 
tually of them who are not), the which 
arc signified fay our being baptised in the 
name of the Holy Trinity. 

These duties the Scripture commonly 
expresaeth by the word /art A and nyenf- 
ancu; sometimes singly, sometimes con- 
junctly. ™ If," said Philip to the eu- 
nuch, "thou believest with thy heart, it 
ia lawful' 1 [for thee to be baptised) . Faith 
was an indispensable condition, prerequi- 
site thereto. And, " Repent/ 1 saith St, 
Peter, " and let everyone of you be bap- 
tised. ,J Repentance also was necessary 
to precede it. Indeed, both these (as 
they are meant in this case) do, in effect, 
signify the aame : each importeth a being 
renewed in mind, in judgment, in will, in 
affection ; a serious embracing of Christ's 
doctrine, and a stedfast resolution to ad- 
here thereto in practice. Hence are those 
effects or en n sequences attributed to faith : 
justifying us, reconciling and bringing ua 
near to God, saving us ; because it is the 
necessary condition required bv God, and 
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by Him accepted, that we may be capable 
of those bene tit a conferred in baptism; 
! the same being also referred to that re- 
pentance, or change of mind, which must 
accompany our entrance into ChriatU 
, anity ; that good conscience with which 
I we stipulate a perpetual devotion and 
i obedience to God ; the which therefore 
doth, as St. Peter telleth ua. "save ua j" 
it contributing to our salvation, as a duty 
necessarily required io order thereto. This 
is that death to sin and resurrection to 
right en us n ess, that being buried with 
Chriat and rising again with I Jim, so as 
to walk in newness of life, which the 
baptismal action signifies, and which we 
the a really undertake to perform. 

And aa such are the duties preceding 
or accompanying baptism, so making 
good the engagements they contain, con- 
stantly persisting in them, maintaining 
3l*iJi and improving them r are duties neces- 
sarily conseqn en t th ereu pon, " H avi ng/ J 
saitti the aposttej "had our bodies washed 
with pure water* let us hold fast the pro- 
fession of our faith without wavering." 
Wc should, indeed, continually vemem- 
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ber, frequently and seriously consider, 
what in so solemn a manner we (upon 
bo valuable consideration*) did then un- 
dertake, promise, and vow to God, dili- 
gently striving to perform it ; for vio- 
lating our part of the covenant and sti- 
pulation then made, by apostacy in pro- 
fession or practice from God and good- 
Ness., we certainly most forfeit those 
inestimable benefits which God other- 
wise hath tied Himself to bestow; the 
pardon of our sins, the favour of God, 
the being members of Christ, the grace, 
guidance, assistance, and comfort of the 
Holy Spirit ; the right unto and hope of 
salvation. We* so doing, shall not only 
simply disobey and offend God, but add 
the highest breach of fidelity to our dis- 
obedience, together with the most hei- 
nous ingratitude, abusing the greatest 
grace that con Id be vouchsafed us. "If 
we wilfully sin after we have taken the 
acknowledgment of the truth," saith the 
apostle (meaning that solemn profession 
of our faith in baptism), "we trample 
under foot the Son of God, w T e profane 
the blood of the covenant, we do despite 





unto the Spirit of grace ;* J and, incurring 
so deep guilt, we must expect suitable 
punishment, 

VIL 

B19HOP BEVERIDGE. 

Now He who purchased the kingdom 
of heaven for mankind, and is Himself 
the Head of it, here tells ua {Juhq iiu 5), 
" that except a man be born of water and 
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into it. 11 
Immediately before He had said, "that 
except a man be born again, he cannot 
sec the kingdom of God/' to shew the 
necessity of a man 'a being regenerated, 
and made another kind of creature than 
he was at first horn, before he can be 
capable of seeing or enjoying the privi^ 
leges and delights of that kingdom. But 
here speaking of being "born of water 
and tbe Spirit/' he alters the phrase, 
and fc&ith, without that a man " cannot 
enter into it;" he cannot so much as 
he admitted into it, or made a member 
of that kingdom, so as to have any right 
or title to the delights and privileges of 




it. We have the word of Christ Himself 
for it, and therefore may well believe it : 
for it is He who rules and governs this 
kingdom; it id His own. He takes in and 
keeps out whom He pleaseth, and how | 
He plcascth to do it. Aod therefore it is 
not for ns to argue the case with Him, 
why He hath mode thie or that way for 
our entrance into His kingdom . We must 
give Him thanks that He hath made any 
way at all for it T and take care to go in 
that way which He hath made, as ever 
we desire to enter in at all ; and that is, 
by being " born of water and of the Spi- 
rit;" for He Himself here saith, "that 
except a man be so, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God." 

But what He means by being " born of 
water and of the Spirit/* is now made a 
question : I say now ; for it was never 
made to till of late years t for many ages 
together none ever doubted of it, hut the 
whole Christian world took it for granted 
that our Saviour, by these words, meant 
only, that except a man be baptised ac- | 
cording to His institution, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God ; this being the 



as ot me :>] ii j it, imt uniy in TUG sacra- 
ment of baptism. 

To understand what He means by be- 
ing bom again , we must call to mind what 
He saith in another place, "My king- 
dom, is not of this world " (John xviii. 
3G) : though it is in this world, it ie not 
qfit j it is not a secular or earthly king- 
dom, but a kingdom purely spiritual and 
heavenly: "It is not meat and drink, but 
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the 
H ol y Gh os t " (Rom . xi v« 1 7) ■ A nil there - 
fore when a man is born into this world, 
he is not thereby qualified for the king- 
dom of God, nor hath any right or title 
to it, no more than as if he had not been 
born at all; but before he enters into that, 
he must be born again, he must undergo 
another kind of birth than he had before: 
he was before bom of t lie flesh, he must 
now be born of the Spirit ; otherwise he 
can oot be capable of entering into sueh a 
kingdom as is altogether spiritual. Thus 
our Lord Himself explains His own mean- 



ing in this text, by adding immediately id 
the next words, **That which is horn of 
the flesh is flesh; and that which is born 
of the Spirit is spirit" (ver. (i). As if He 
had aaidj He that is born, as all men are 
at first, only of the flesh, such a one is 
altogether carnal and sensual; and so can 
be affected with nothing bnt the sensible 
objects of this world: but he that is born 
of the Spirit of God, thereby becomes a 
spiritual creature, and so is capable of 
those spiritual things of which the king- 
dom of God consiateth. " even of righte- 
ousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost." And he whose mind is changed, 
and turned from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God, is 
truly said to be born again, because he is 
quickened with another kind ot H life than 
he had before ; and to be born of the Spi* 
rit of God, because it is by it that this 
new and spiritual life is wrought m him. 
So that he is now born into another world, 
even into the kingdom of God. where he 
hath God Himself, of whom he is born, for 
his Father ; and the kingdom of God for 
his portion and inheritance. And there- 
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without water, used or applied in obedi- 
ence and conformity to His institution; 
Christ hath joined them together, and it 
is not in our power to part them : ho 
that would be bnrn of tin Spirit must 
be born of water too. 

This is that which the apostle also 
teacheth us, where he saith, that God our 
Saviour, according to His mercy, saves 
us by " the washing of regeneration, and 
by the renewing of the Holy Ghost" (Tit. 
iii. 5). Hy the washing with water , as 
the sign of our regeneration; and by the 
renewing of the Holy Ghost, as the thing 
signified, which is the same in effect with 
our being born "of water and of the Spi- 
rit/' and a clear explication of it. 

But how we come to be born of water 
and of the Spirit together, in the sacra- 
ment of baptism, appears most clearly 
from the commission which our Lord 
gave for the administration of it, saying 
to His apostles, " Go ye therefore, and 
make all nations disciples, baptising 
them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost" (Matt, 
Xiviiu 19). So the words in the original 



"Go ye, and teach all nations, b 
them/' &c, which gave the first oct 
the sect of the Anubaptists : for i 
people, imagining that nur Savk 
com man ded that ail nations eh 
tirst taught, anJ then bapti&ei 
thence concluded* that none oug 
baptised till they are first tau, 
principles of the Christian rel igi* 
the original word futO^Ttva-arr will 
such BgDMj for it never signifies 1 
but only to be, or to make, disc 
Matt, Blvii. o7 ; xiu. 52 ; Acta 
And bo it is constantly translate 
the Orient ul verb ions ; and then 
never heard of any Anabaptists 
Eastern Churches : and there wot 
been none among us, if people 
rightly understand the Scriptu] 
particularly these wurda r>f our ^ 
in which Hi is so far from reqi 
as necessary that people should h 
before they are baptised, that He 
that to be done afterwards* savin 





if, * v Teaching them to ob- 
I have commanded you" 



words followin 
serve all that 
(ver. 20), 

But whosoever understands and con- 
sults the original words in this text, will 
plainly see, that our Saviour's meaning 
ib p that not only Jews but all nations, 
should be made Ilia disciples, by being 
"baptised in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost/' 
and, by consequence, that this is the way 
whereby to be " born of water and of the 
Spirit/ 1 For as baptising necessarily im- 
plies the use of water, so our being made 
thereby disciples of Christ as necessarily I 
implies our partaking of His Spirit: for all I 
that are baptised, and so made the disci- 
ples of Christ* arc thereby made the mem- 
bers of His body i and are therefore said to 
be "baptised into Christ" (Eom, vi, 3; 
Gal. iii. 27)* But they who are in Christ, 
members of His body, must needs par- 
take of the Spirit that is in Him their 
Head. Neither doth the Spirit of Christ 
only follow upon, but certainly, accom- 
panies, the sacrament of baptism, when 
duly administered according to His insti- 
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received the Holy Ghost ; yet he 
dering that this gift of the Holy Ghoi 
was only to enable them to speak wit! 
tongues, not to regenerate them, he in 
ferred from thence, that they ought th 
rather to be baptised : " Can any man, 1 
saith he, " forbid water, that these shoul 
not be baptised, who have received th 
Holy Ghost as well as we?" (Acts x 
47-) And therefore " commanded then 
to be baptised in die name of the Lord' 
(ver. 48). Which he would never hav 
done, if it was not necessary for them t 
be born of water and of the Spirit. Am 
though our Lord Himself appeared fc 
Saul, as he was going to Damascus, am 
called him with His own mouth, yet h 
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of baptism, where it may be had ; bi 
shall add only these remarkable woi 
which our Saviour spake to His apost 
after His resurrection : " He that belie 
eth, and is baptised, shall be saved ; b 
he that belie veth not, shall be damned 
(Markxvi. 16). Where we see that H» 
by whom alone it is possible for any mai 
to be saved, makes baptism necessary ti 
salvation, as well as faith. He sajth, in- 
deed, "He that believeth not shall be 
damned :" but He doth not say, " He 
that believeth shall be saved," whether 
he be baptised or no ; " but he that be- 
lieveth and is baptised:" as all to be sure 
are, or at least desire to be, who truly 
believe in Him. For all who truly believe 
in Christ for their salvation, must believe 
what He hath said to be true, and accord- 
ingly do whatsoever He requires in order 
to it. But He requires all that would be 
saved by Him to be first baptised into 
Him ; and as plainly asserts, that " ex- 
cept a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God :" and therefore it is in vain to ex- 
pect it. 
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Not only a man, in contradiction to 
a child or a woman, but, as it is in the 
I original « «ta fifj ne, eicept any one, any 
, human creature whatsoever, man, woman j 
or child, " eicept he be born of water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
i the kingdom of God.** So that our Lord 
i is so far from excluding children from 
j baptism, that He plainly includes them ; 
apeak tog in sxich general terms, on pur- 
pose that we may know, that no sort of 
people, old or young, can ever be saved 
without it. And 30 He doth too, where 
He commands, as was observed before, 
that ■* all nations should be made disci- 
ples, by being baptised in the name of 
the Father* and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost:" for, uuder "all nations/' 
children must needs be comprehended, 
which make a great, if not the greatest, 
part of all nations. And although these 
general expressions be sufficient to de- 
monstrate the necessity of infant bap- 
tism, yet foreseeing that ignorant and 
unlearned people would be apt to wrest 
the Scriptures to their own destruction, 
lie elsewhere commands children parti- 
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cularly to be brought unto Him, saying, 
" Suffer the little children to com*? unto 
roe, and forbid them not ; for of such is 
the kingdom of God" (Mark x. 14). But 
if the kingdom of God consists of chil- 
dren, na well as other people, they must 
of necessity be baptised, or bom of water 
and the Spirit ; for otherwise He Him- 
self ea-ith, "they cannot enter into the 
kingdom**' 

Hence it is, that we find the apostles 
often baptising whole families, children, 
if any , as well as Others : and the whole 
Catholic Church, in all places and ages 
ever since, hath constantly admitted the 
children of believing parents into the 
Church, by baptising them according to 
the institution and command of our Sa- 
viour ; none ever making any question of 
it, but nil Christians, all the world over, 
taking it for granted, that it ought to be 
done, till of late years. 

But of late years there il a sect sprung 
up among us, who, contrary to Christ's 
commantl, forbid little children to be 
brought unto Him by baptism, the only 
way whereby it is possible for them to 
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come to Him \ and so make the children 
of Christian parents in a worse condition 
than the Jewish were, and the Law more 
favourable than the Gospel. How they 

, will answer it at the last day. I know 

. not : but 1 know, that it greatly behoves 
all that have any care of their own or 
their children's good, to take heed of this 

1 sort of people, "who creep into ho uses , 
and lead captive a illy women, laden with 

I sins, led away with divers lusts" (3 Tim. 
iiL 7). "And by good words and fair 
speeches deceive the hearts of the aim- 

I pie" (Rom. xvL 18). But they must he 
very simple indeed, who suffer themselves 
to be deceived by them, who so directly 
contradict our Saviour's words, and deny 

I that to children, without which He Him- 
self hath said, " they cannot enter into 
the kingdom nf God , - 

VII L 

DEAN STANHOPE, 
The apostle had been 1 magnifying the 

i In iht first five cnaptern of the fioiriane. This 
eAWiei is a Prtnmeiit dtl Roman a vt 3^Jr wh>h 
Form* the Epfotla for the Sixth Sunday after Trin it j. 
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freedom of God's grace, in the redemption 
of sinnere by the death of Christ; and 
shewing that the works and deserts of 
men had no part in procuring this mighty 
benefit, but that it ought to be thankfully 
and entirely ascribed to the Divine com- 
passion and love. From hence, he wag 
aware, some might be perverse enough 
to draw this wicked inference, that then 
the worse m^u are, the more they con- 
tribute to the illustrating of God's mercy ; 
and so the freedom of this grace takes off 
the necessity of a holy life. This infer- 
ence having first rejected with indigna- 
tion and abhorrence (verses 1, 2), he pro- 
ceeds to prove it most unreasonable in 
itself, and altogether inconsistent with 
the profession and design of the Chris- 
tian religion. And the first argument 
made use of to this purpose is taken 
from the sacrament of baptism, wherein 
we solemn I y take that profession upon 
ourselves. The force of St. Paul's rea- 
soning upon it maybe discerned, by con- 
sidering the particulars which follow. 

1* It is plain from thiSj and several 
other places of Scripture, that baptism 





^^l implies and requires an express belief in 
■ the death pf Christy as the instrument of 
our GjLlvAtiun* And consequently a firm 
hope and trust of obtaining that salva- 
tion, by His sufferings! as the efficient 
and meritorious cause ; hut by faith, and 
a conversation agreeable to it, as a con- 
ditional cause, without which the other 
will stand us in no stead. So that a 
right belief, and a good life, are our part 
of the covenant j which, like all other 
covenants, is mutual, and releases the 
other party contracting, if that which we 
''JM indent for be not so discharged, as God 
j ! under the Gospel hath been pleased to 
require* 

2. The apostle urges that this is what 
Christians cannot but he sensible of, be- 
cause not only the terms upon which 
they are admitted into membership with 
the Church and all the present and future 
,li privileges consequent upon it do expressly 
| mention this condition ; hut also the? rites 
of this sacrament sufficiently intimate it 
to them. The ceremony of imnierging 
the body of the baptised represents the 
burial of a dead person under ground. 
_ 2J» 
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The pouring water upon the party, in 
cases where the former cannot conveni- 
ently be done, answers to the covering 
and throwing earth upon a person so 
dead ; but both agree in figuring a death 
and burial, as the emerging again doth a 
new Life. And this, it is plain, con only 
mean the mortification of some old, and 
quickening of some contrary principle, 
in a spiritual sense. All this, though it 
pass upon, yet manifestly having no 
effect, nor working any change upon, 
the outward man, or natural life \. but 
only being contrived by a sensible re- 
presentation, and some proper ceremo- 
nies seen by us, to confirm our faith in 
effects which we neither do nor see. 
Whieh is the case of all the sacraments 
properly so called, that are or ever have 
been (and of some kind there ever have 
been sacraments), in all ages of the world : 
that is, outward and visible signs of some 
inward and spiritual grace suspended upon 
conditions, suited to the state of religion 
at the time of their respective institution 
and observance, 

3. Now, thirdly, this I take to be 
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observable in every institution of this 
kind, that there hath constantly been 
some significant expression both of the 
privilege and the duty of the parties en- 
tering into covenant by it- It were uo 
difficult undertaking, I conceive, to make 
this out, as to the ages of the Church 
antecedent to Christianity, But \ con- 
fine myself to St, Paul's instance before 
us. The Christian's privilege is a re- 
lease from the guilt and dominion of 
sin, and from the death inflicted as a 
punishment upon it. This release is pro- 
cured by the death and resurrection of 
Christ, considered not in His private and 
personal capacity, but as the common 
ransom and representative of mankind. 
This death is represented by the baptised 
being put under the water ; this resurrec- 

I tion by his being taken out of the water. 

I The former expresses our belief in the 
benefits of His dying ; the latter that of 
our rising again alter His example; and 

I that we are no longer liable to endless 
corruption. In this consists our privi- 

, lege; we die as He died; but we are 

i assured of restoration to life, as and be- 
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cause He liveth again. But then the 
design of His death considered, as that 
which was to prevent future, as well as 
atone for past, sins, and that this can be 
no otherwise effected but by reformation 
of life, as plainly shews our duty. Only 
with this difference, that in the point of 
privilege we are actually conformed to the 
image of Christ ; and ns we actually die, 
bo we shall actually rise from the dead. 
Whereas, in point of duty, we attain to a. 
metaphorical resemblance only. Our body 
is not crucified and killed in baptism, but 
the body of sin, our corrupt appetites 
and lusts \ our persons do not revive, but 
our graces and good principles. From 
whence it is, that the apostle does not 
say, we are planted together in His death 
and resurrection j but (as St. Chrysos- 
torn and other fathers observe) very em- 
phatically interposes "the likeness of His 
death." and the " likeness of His resur- 
rection," Thua intimating a, resemblance 
of these thinga only at present ; yet this 
such a resemblance ns is necessary to 
bring us to the reality. In short (as has 
been formerly hinted), what our Saviour 







r us; must bt 1 in a &|ij_ 

• far as we are capatijf, 
ovtT nErain hy usj &/?c/ 
L j ct of our faith, but a 
e- 

some postages in the 
insiderution, which, it 
to, may be of use to- 
the true e\tent of our 
lar. I will endeavour, 
:o make some profit of 
se. 

t those expressions be 
e old man is crucified 
*■ the body of sin is to 
that " he" that is dead 
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man," is crucified, and that * body of sin" 
destroyed, so as to deserve the character 
of being dead with regard to it, and after 
the example of Christ, who, we know, was 
literally, and in the strictest sense*, so. 

It is not human nature, considered with 
the appetites and affections essential to it, 
but in regard of the corruption* superin- 
duced by sin, that we list ourselves against, 
and are to treat it as an enemy* Baptism, 
when making us Christians, leaves us still 
men ; and consequently neither does it- 
self, nor can possibly engage us to, eradi- 
cate those passions and desires which are 
interwoven with our original constitution. 
Nor, indeed, is there any need it should : 
for all our fault and mischief proceeds not 
from the affections themselves, but from 
the misapplication or excess (in a word ] 
from the abuse) of them. Love and ha- 
tred are the same motions of the soul, 
whether God and heaven, or sin and the 
world, be the object. But these, accord- 
ing to the thing loved or hated, and the 
measure in which it is so, promote our 
virtue or ensnare us in vice. The mean* 
ing, then, of dying to em, is only that by 
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of our affections, and the turning tnem to 
holiness become so easy and familiar and 
constant a practice with us, that this cus- 
tom should be a kind of new nature, and 
those suggestions to evil, which, even in 
the best men, will now and then be stir- 
ring, should have no more power to se- 
duce us than a dead carcass hath to move 
or act. For, properly speaking, the will 
is the vital part of the soul ; and, as the 
life or death natural appears by the body 
exerting itself in, or being deprived of, 
motion, so is the life or death spiritual to 
be judged by the determinations of the 
will. And be the temptations from with- 
out, and the inclinations from within, to 
I j do wickedly, never so importunate and 
— «. if „n fi, 0€Mi arp no |. Qujy dead 



which, indeed, is the only body we are 
concerned to destroy. And hence the very 
form of our baptismal vow runs, that we 
"renounce" not the "world" at large, 
hut the " vain pomp and glory" and " co- 
vetous desires" of it ; nor the ** flesh" at 
large, whose desires to put off is impos- 
sible, bat the carnal and impure lusts of 
it. Ann therefore, in our admirable cate- 
chism , the substance of that vow is re- 
peated, with this small bat significant va- 
riation, " the pomps and vanity of this 
wicked world," and "all the sinful lusts 
of the flesh." Thu3 intimating sufficiently 
that we engage no further against these 
than as they are vricked and sittfut ; either 
such themselves, or the means and occa- 
sions of betraying us into habits and ac- 
tions and dispositions that are so. And 
thus much, I conceive, may suffice for ex- 
plaining that death to sinj whereby we are 
said to be dead and buried with Christ in 
baptism, 

2. But as the benefits of His real death 
are accomplished and assured to us by 
His real resurrection, so are those of our 
fienjrative one by our resembling Him in 
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the latter as well as the former. And to 
tins purpose the apostle mentions being 
"alive" with " Him, planted together 
in the likeness of His resurrection j ' and 
for an explication of his meaning, as 
"He was raised from the dead by the 
glory of His Father," so " our burial 
with Him by baptism into death*' is 
with this design, that "like as Christ 
was raised up from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life." The 
state we arc left in by the former pnr~ 
ticular is a state of inactivity, which 
supposes the corrupt principle killed 
within us. But the state denoted by 
this, is one of vigour and action, and sup- 
poses us quickened by a quite contrary 
principle. That would suffice to work 
in us the image of a Saviour dead, and 
always to cootiuue so ; but without this 
we cannot attain another as necessary 
part of His likeness, the image of a 
risen and living Saviour. For the cha- 
racter of a Christian is by no means 
answered in the ■* mortifying our corrupt 
and evil affections;" but, as our service 




expresses it, mast be finished, by daily 
proceeding in ail virtue and godliness of 
living. 

This is the import of those figures so 
very frequent in Scripture, of a new heart, 
and a new spirit ; a new man, and a new 
creature ; a new birth, and a new hfe. 
AH which insinuate the greatness of the 
change: the greatest indeed that a fsoul 
is capable of, and so great as to render 
the metaphors applied to it exceeding 
just and proper. 

Now, in regard the soul of man is a 
principle or suhject of moral good nnd 
evil, the newness here spoken of, it is 
evident, must be a newness of notions, 
dispositions, desires* and of a. conversa- 
tion proceeding fmm anU agreeable to 
these, which, when heavenly and virtuous, 
are deservedly styled new, because cor- 
recti ve of, contrary to, and superinduced 
after, those vicious and worldly ones, 
wherewith in this corrupt state of nature 
every man is born. That change is mnde 
by the grace of God's Holy Spirit, which 
^ives a fresh turn to our thoughts and 
affections, imprints a true sense of good 






been generally conceived, was so far spi- 
ritualised as no longer to be subject to 
any of our common decaya and infirmi- 
ties. And the eating and drinking we 
read of after this, were instances of con- 
descension, to give incontestable evidence 
of His being alive again— not any neces- 
sary supports to a nature then wanting 
them. In like manner, when Christians 
love things that are holy and spiritual and 
heavenly t and get ahove the world and ita 
temptations, they act in agreement to their 
profession. But for the cares, and de- 




lights, and profits, these in lined are part 
of their animal life. These should always 
be looked upon as necessary incumbrances, 
and inseparable from a condition of mor- 
tality; but such as never can be worthy 
the chief of their thought and pains, nor 
to be wished farther than nature and the 
conveniences of doing good require them ; 
and therefore the time and labour em- 
ployed about them is rather to be sub- 
mitted to than chosen. 

3. Once more: the resemblance of 
Christ, to which baptism bring3 us ± im- 
plies a constant perseverance in our duty. 
Thus St, Paul argues too ; " Christ being 
raised from the dead dieth no more, death 
hath no more dominion over Him. For 
in that He died, He died unto sin oe.ee ; 
but in that He liveth, He bveth unto 
God." And then follows : " Likewise 
reckon ye also yourselves to be dead in- 
deed unto sio, butaliveunto God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord/* The inference 
is strong; the parallel close. Our Lord 
could die but once, because there could 
never be occasion to require it a second 
time. For the design of His death was 




to take away sin ; and because this was 
accomplished to the uttermost at once, 
there/ore He diotl once for all. This ar- 
gued the perfection of His sacrifice ; this 
argues too the life to which He roae to 
be endless. Now, if baptism represent 
His resurrection as well as His death, 
it must be such " a rising to a life of 
righteonauesa," as never dies to sin any 
more* Accordingly, herein the spiritual 
and natural life agree, that as we can he 
born but once, so we lire baptised but 
once. And ua the vital principle in each 
case is then imparted for a man's whole 
term \ ao is it in each case left to the 
man's own care to preserve and cherish 
it. There may, indeed, be many lan- 
guishinga and indispositions ; there may 
also be violent and acute diseases in the 
body, from which recovery is had, and 
health perfectly restored ; there may, 
too, in the soul be great slackenings of 
zeal, waitings atid failings, falls by in- 
firmity or surprise, nay, grievous delibe- 
rate offences and corrupt cu stoma ; and 
yet these, if taken in time, may be cured 
by the spiritual food and physic provided 





for that purpose. Consideration, and 
prayer, and repentance, the word of God, 
und the sacrament of His death ; these 
are our refreshment* and our remedies. 
They sustain us when we droop, they 
restore us when we arc sick ; they enable 
us to grow, and strengthen us when at 
our stature. And therefore it is as much 
as the life J am a peaking of is worth, for 
every man to apply these frequently, sea- 
sonably, and reverently. Fur by neglect- 
ing these ordinances ill hahits get ground, 
and a redundance of noxious humours 
will choke our vital principle, and throw 
us back again into that death from which 
there is no birth or resurrection to res- 
cue us. 

O that the generality of Christians 
would seriously lay this Scripture to 
heart ; that they would now and then 
reflect upon the engagements and the end 
of baptism 1 That they would carefully 
examine, what conformity is to be found 
between themselves and a dead and risen 
Saviour 1 And be convinced, that they 
have no foundation for hope in, nor be- 
nefit from, that death and resurrectioo, 
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farther than sach conformity can justify 
their titie I Men would then not cod tent 
themselves with such ft lame obedience as 
covers and quite swallows up a few faint 
essays toward a* or acts of, piety and vir- 
tue with frequent and grievous relapses 
into sin ; as if the Lord, whom they are 
bound to imitate j had died often, and lain 
long buried*, but rose and lived for very 
short intervals. They would not think 
it sufficient to lead a life of ease and idle- 
ness, of no use, no example, as if the do 
ing good were of no consequence, but the 
abstaining from notorious evil were the 
whole of their engagement, Which, in- 
deed, is in some degree to copy after a 
dead, but by no means after a risen and 
living Saviour, Much less could any, 
who attend to this passage, allow them- 
selves in such habits as are a scandal to 
religion, and a virtual abjuration of their 
baptismal covenant. Adultery and lewd- 
ness, gluttony and drunkenness, covet- 
ousness and ambition, strife and revenue, 
profanenesS and ii religion ■ these are such 
raging plaguea, as assault the very seat 
of our spiritual life. The persons guilty 





of them could not do a kinder thing to 
the credit of Christianity than openly to 
renounce it — I had almost said, nor & 
kinder thing to themselves — since they j 
only profess it to their heavier condem- 
nation ; since they neither imitate their 
Lord, nor any servant of his — except 
that traitorous one, who said, " Master, 
Master, and kissed Him/ 1 as a signal to |£$j{j 
those enemies who came under his con- 
duct to Uke, and to mock, and to kill 
Him. 





NOTES, 



(a) Among the an^iem father baptism was openly 
nun is tt red only at tvn timea in the yi'&f H at Easter 
htm] Whitsuntide. — Uiihak'b R. Liturgy. 

(+) In HrrniBn's Liturgy, and Ed. fth first h«k. 
this was expressed thus; " And when Thau didst 
drown in the Red. fiea wicked Kins Pharaoh with all 
his army, yet. at the tame time. Thou didst lead 
Thy people, Ibu children of [«ael. safely through 
the midst thereof; whereby Thou didst figure the 
washing of Thy holy haptusm.." " Ah soon as the 
people marching out of Eyypt . pasting through the 
water, escapes the might of the king of Egypt, the 
water destroyed the king himself with all hi* hosts. 
What more manifest figure nfthe sacrament of bap- 
tism? The nations are frwl front the world, namely, 
by water; and the devil, their former ruler, thoy 
leave overwhelmed in the uea/'— Tebtullias, 

1c) After till* prayer there fallowed In the first hook 
id. VI. tliis furm or exorcism, taker from a longer 
fonn in the Use of Salisbury : " Then hi tie priest. 
hitHnff vpfijt the children, say, I command thee, 
unclean spirit, in the name el the Father, of the 
Snn h and of the Holy Ghost, that thoti HUH put and 
depart from these infants, whom our Lord JeflUB 
Christ hath vouchsafed to call to His holy baptism, 
to be made members of His body, and of His holy 
Congregation, Therefore, thou cursed spirit, remem- 
ber thy jtentenne, remember thy judgment, remember 
the day to be at hand wherein thou shrdt bum in 
lire everlasting, prepared for thee and thy angels; 
and presume not hereafter to exercise any tyranny 
tow arfl & those infants, whom Christ hath bought 
with Hi* pmdotis blood, and by till* HU holy bap- 
tism railed, tu be of His Hock.' 
{d) In E4 VI/s first hook followed this rubric, Lc. : 




" Then Irt the priest tate MM vf Me children by the 
right hand, the oi-herf being brwtght after him, and 
tutiiltitf into the church toward the font* sag. The 
Lnrti vouchsafe to reetfve you iuto Hit holy house- 
hold, and to keep and guvem you al^ayE in the 
trat, that you may have everlasting life. Amen," ! 
See too the Use of Salisbury, 

(e) Then fallowed In I. Ed. VL P « TAeft ffce jod, I 
fathers and godmothers shall tale and lag their hand* i 
apon the ehild t and tha minister shall put ttputi him ' 
hit icft itr irt;!. •!.<■■?, r<ii,nnmittj vailed tfui crUottte} and 

*a$, TaKe this white vesture for a token uf the in De- 
cency which, by God 1 s grace in. this holy sacrament 
of baptism, is given unto thee ; and for a Rlgn 
whereby thou art admonished w long a* thou Uvest, 
to give ihyself to Innocency of living! that after this 
transitory life, thou mayest be partaker of the life 
t'verlastinR. Amen. Then the priest shall aun-tttt 
the child upon the head, sa$\ng t Almighty God h the 
Father of our Lord Jesusi Christ, who hath regenerate 
thee by water and the Holy Ghost, and hath given 
I unto thee remission of all thy a in a ; He vouchsafe to 
I auoint Ihcfl with the unction of His Holy Spirit, and 
| hring thee to the inheritance of everlasting life. 
I Amen." The grounds on which these ancient prac- 
tices were omitted in the subsequent review of the 
Prayer-book, was, as stated by Bucer, " boeame 
he thought they tarried with thorn more shew of 
rvgard and reverence to the rayHteriyfl of our religion 
tlian men really retained." See " Censura Martini 
Hnperi super Ubro aacmrum," &£_, in Fallow's 
Baptismal Qj$crs illustrated* page 38, de vest* Can- 
dida et chriBmate. 

[f) In the liast they sang after baptism the 32d 
Psalm : " messed is he whoso iniquity ie forgiven," 
fce. 

{3) In Herman's baptismal Liturgy the god- 
parents were to he admonished, that it is meet firr 
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